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Iran-Qatar water pipeline planned 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran agreed Sunday to supply fresh water to the Gulf 
state of Qatar via a 1 .800-lrilometre pipeline, Tehran Ratio reported. The 
broadcast said tin agreement was signed at the conclusion of a four-day 
-visit to Tehran by Qatar's Grown Prance Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad Xl 
Thani. Four other agreemeiits for cooperation in education, labour, air 
transportation and trade were also signed, the radio said. It said Sheikh 
Khalifa was seen off at Tehran's Mtehrabad airport by Vice President 
Hassan Habibi. The radio said in a commentary dial talks on the water 
project began two months ago. It said: “This project can not only provide 
the water for Qatar, but for the rest of the southern and Arab countries of 
the Gulf.” A joint statement released simultaneously in Tehran and Doha 
condemned brad’s “incursiomst policies’* and called for regional coun- 
tries to maintain Gulf security, foe radio said. It also called for more 
cooperation between Iran and the countries of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council. 
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!■- Brotherhood sends 
*: petition to M&srl 

; : AMMAN (J.T.) — The Muslim 
h : Brotherhood movement Saturday 
J lent 8 memorandum to Prime 
fi Minister Taher Masri calling on 
*, him to give newspapers “fineedom 
k- of expression and to allow writers 
k to express their views in a healthy 
k and democratic atomspbere .and 
4 to allow opposition to nse peace- 
ful means in expressing their 
views in the media and public 
^rallies.” It called on the govero- 
fjmsnt to allow publishing A1 
Rabat newspaper, the mouth- 
piece of the movement, in Jor- 
dan. The memo said that the 
i Brotherhood’s opposition to the 
^ government “stems from our 
. keenness on the interests of our 
i homeland and nation, and it is an 
, opposition by democratic means 
s and a stabilising factor in such 

[ U.S. ambassador 
e returns to Amman 

i AMMAN (J.T.) — The U.S. 

! ambassador to Jordan, Roger G. 
Harrison, returned to Amman 
Sunday after receiving medical 
! treatment as a result of a car 
.accident outside of Jerusalem on 
Oct. 28. Mr. Harrison is expected 
to make a full recovery and will 
, resume his duties after a period of 
j rest at borne, accorcfing to a press 
- release issued by the American 
embassy here. 

■ King Fahd names 
new air chief 

NICOSIA (R) — King Fahd 
named Lieutenant-General 
Majed Ben Ta&ab A1 Utaftri as 
air Cons commander Sunday, the 
Saudi Press Agency said. Gen. 
Ben Utaibf replaces Prince 
Khakd Ben Sultan, commander 
of joint forces in the GuSt war, 
who stepped down in late 
SqMsraber. No oftjoal reason has 
been given for foe departure erf 
Prince Khalad, son of Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan, but diplo- 
mats in the kingdom said be 
wanted to pursue business in- 
terests. 

All U.S. army gear 
$ out of S. Arabia soon 

BAHRAIN (AP) — With the 
exception of nearly a quarter of a 
mflHfin tons of ammunition, all 
American mflitaiy equipment de- 
ployed in Saudi Arabia for the 
Gulf war will be out of the 
kingdom by Dec. IS, a U.S. 
mflftaiy spokesman said Sunday. 
Major Charles Hayes, a spokes- 
man for the U.S. tmlitaxy’s joint 
information bureau in Dhahxan, 
added that the ammunition would 
be shipped back by April of next 
year. The United States has 
signed agreements with Kuwait 
and Bahrain to pre-position 
weapons as part of a security 
pact, and p>«» others with mem- 
bers of rim Gulf Cooperation 
Council such as Qatar, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates. But 
bo far, Saudi Arabia has not 
appeared wflHng to allow pro- 
positioned equipment on its soO. 

Tonga king visits 
Christian holy sites 

LOD (AP) — King Taufa’ahan 
VTupou IV of Tonga anivedSan- 
day on a three-day visit to Christ- 
ian holy sites cm the Jordan Riv- 
er. "Tonga has very good and 
fr iendl y relations with Israel but 
also with the Arabs. We do not 
rank* discrimination," the king 
told report e rs at Ben Gunoo 
international airport. The king 
wiB also meet with Israeli Presi- 
dent Chaim Herzog during his 
stay. He is ac c o mpani ed by ins 
wife, .Queen Halaezalu 
Mata’aho. Mr. Herzog visited 
Tonga, a dhnm of 169 islands in 
the Sooth Pacific, five years ago. 
The king will also travel to Italy 
to watch Tonga’s national soccer 
team phy rite Indians. 


Correction 

_ •. . 

out to m inadvertent error, the 
Jordan Times, in its Nov. 10 
issue, quoted Prime Munster 
Jaher' Masri as 'saying that 
Washington renH be the best 
venue for folding Arab-foadi 
multilateral talks. The prime 
utitrister had actually said that 
Woffington could be the best 
Knife, for Arab-Israefi bilateral 
talks andthat Jordan sup ports the 
ideas of hqltfmg the multilateral 
jjjs .ywy soon. Hie Jordan 
x regrets the eixor. 
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Palestinian delegates 
returning home get 
tumultuous welcome 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian peace 
negotiators returned to a jubilant 
welcome in the occupied territor- 
ies Sunday and told hundreds of 
supporters waving olive branches 
that a new era has begun in the 
Middle East. 

The Palestinian leaders 
announced they would form poli- 
tical committees to serve as the 
vanguard for a Palestinian gov- 
ernment in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“Nothing can stop the Palesti- 
nians’ march to freedom,” Faisal 
Husseim, head erf the delegation's 
advisory committee, later said in 
a rare appearance on Israel Tele- 
vision. He spoke in Hebrew. 

Mr. Husseim also suggested 
that the Palestinians would halt 
the stone-throwing attacks 
against troops and Jewish settlers 
in the occupied territories that 
have beat a key element of the 
four-year Palestinian uprising. 

“Until now, foe mtifada was 
with stones. Now, there is an 
intifada with olive branches. 
Now, if you want it, if the Israelis 
want it, the intifada can come 
with a new face, Mr. Husseim 
told Israel army radio. 

The Palestinian delegates and 
advisers, travelling in two buses. 


Hizbollah 
says no 
role in 
AtJB bomb 

BRITAL, Lebanon (AP) — The 
leader of the Iranian-backed Hiz- 
bollah said Sunday foe bombing 
of the American University of 
Beirut (AUB) was staged to 
frame his group. 

“The whole world knows that 
tins university has been within 
HSzboIlah’s reach for so many 
years if we wanted to a ttack it,” 
Sheikh Abbas Musawi told a 
mass rally in Brital in east Leba- 
non's Bekaa Valley. 

"Those who staged this 
cowardly act aimed at pushing 
Hizbollah into a comer where it 
would be framed as foe culprit” 
Sheikh Musawi said. 

The U.S.-affiliated university's 
administration building, dock 
tower ami library were Mown up 
by a carbomb explosion Fri- 
day. One person was killed and 
eight wounded. Damage was 
• csrirnwtwrt at $125 milHan. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility. But the attack followed 
threats by pro-Iranian tactions to 
strike at American interests. 


returned to the West Bank from 
Jordan via foe King Hussein 
Bridge. 

The delegates immediately be- 
gan preparing for the next stage 
of the conference face-to-face bar- 
gaining with Israel over 
their demands for independence. 

The venue has not been fixed 
but delegates expect talks to start 
within two weeks. 

U.S. diplomats eased the dele- 
gates’ passage through Israeli 
security checks at the bridge cros- 
sing from Jordan. 

Mr. Husseini leaned out of a 
bus window and told reporters 
that a “new era” had begun. 

“Palestinian people will have a 
state next to foe state of Israel, 
and together we will make a new 
future in the Middle East,” he 
said. 

Delegate Saeb Erekat added: 
“One day when I come back to 
this bridge I hope I will find a 
Palestinian official greeting me.” 

When the two buses reached 
the town of Jericho near foe 
bridge, hundreds of residents 
reached through the windows to 
shake tbe hands of their delegates 
and hand them o&ve branches. 
The crowd chanted “Palestine is 
Arab” and “we want peace,” and 
motorists honked their horns in 


Mr. Erekat, who lives in 
Jericho, was carried on the shoul- 
ders of admires through the mar- 
ketplace. 

The army barred Palestinians 
from elsewhere in the occupied 
territories from reaching Jericho 
and joining the celebration. 
Army jeeps accompanied the de- 
legation’s buses from the bridge 
to Jerusalem. 

In Jerusalem, the delegates 
spoke before some 2,000 suppor- 
ters at the Hakawati Theatre. 
Young men carried Mr. Husseini 
on their shoulders into the 
theatre ringing “Biladi, BQadi,” 
the anthem of Palestinian 
nationalism. 

At tbe height of the intifada, 
moderate leaders like Mr. Hns- 
seini were sometimes criticised by 
young activists, who turned to 
more hardline factions Hke the 
Muslim f undame ntalist Hamas. 
But the Madrid conference seems 
to have given die moderates the 
backing of most people in the 
occupied territories. 

Delegation spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi’s nine-year-old 
daughter Zeinah, clutching a ted- 
dy bear and an olive branch, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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CROWN PRINCE MEETS ARCHBISHOP: IBs 
Royal Crown Prince Hast en Sunday 

re ce i v e s foe archbishop of foe Australian dty of 
Sydney, Dr. Ronald Robinson, for a review of foe 
problems of the Middle East Mice Hassan also 
cfiscBssed with the gnest foe problems faring Jordan 
and the hmnanitarian aid Jordan needs to deviate 


the suf fe rin gs and concern s of the returnees who 
streamed into the country dnrfeg the Gulf crisis. 
The Crown Prmce also dfafiwsed with Dr. Robfeaon 
the importance if frdcr-faitb dialogue. The meeting 
was attended by Anstrafiaa Ambassador to Jordan 
Bob Bowker (Petra photo) . 


‘Shamir rejected expulsion of 
Palestinians while in Madrid’ 

TEL AVIV (AP) . — A left-wing legislator said Sunday that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir prevented the expulsion of five 1 - 
Palestiman activists on the first day of the Madrid peace conference. 

Legislator Dedi Zucker of the Citizens’ Rights Movement said 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens wanted to issue an order Oct 30 to 
expel five Palestinians, but other officials insisted he consult Mr. 
Shamir at the peace tails. 

The proposal came after an attack on a settler bus in the occupied 
West Bank two days earlier in which the bus driver and a settler 
woman were killed. A hardline Palestinian group later took 
responsibility for the attack. 

When the proposal was put before Mr. Shamir in Madrid be 
immediately rejected it, Mr. Zucker added. 

“I sent a letter to Shamir saying he should order his cabinet 
ministers to be sensitive and cautious with the steps they axe taking.. . 
in order not to undermine the political, effort ty measures such as’ 
tins,” Mr. Zucker told the Associated Press. 

“I added that his rejection of foe proposal was a good example of 
bow past measures should not be automatically adopted to new 
circumstances,” Mr. Zucker said. 

The daily Maariv said the five slated for expulsion were Palesti- 
nians from the West Bank. 

Both the prime ministry and defence ministry declined comment 
cm Mr. Zucker’s report. 

Increased support for land far peace 

Also Sunday, the daily A1 Hamishmar published a poll that found 
that 74 per cent of Israelis are wilting to trade laud in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip for peace, and 31 per cent are willing to 
make concessions on foe Golan Heights. 

The poll, carried out by the Institute for Regional Research, 
questioned 80,766 Israelis at then homes Oct. 6-20. The margin of 
error was less than half a per cent. 


Chechens 

defiant 

against 

Yeltsin 

GROZNY, the Soviet Union 
(AP) — Nationalists in the seces- 
sionist Chechen- Ingush region 
blocked rail and air routes into 
their southern Russian territory 
Sunday, fearing troops will try to 
enforce Boris Yeltsin’s emergen- 
cy rule. 

Meanwhile, protesters re- 
portedly were gathering in the 
capital's Freedom Square — one 
■ week after the mostly Muslim 
region declared independence 
from tire Russian Republic. 

Mr. Yeltsin says he will not 
allow his federation, home to 
scores of ethnic groups, to disin- 
tegrate. He decreed the imposi- 
tion erf emergency rule, beginning 
Saturday, which banned rallies, 
ordered weapons impounded and 
toed: over Chechen-Ingnshetia’s 
government for one month. 

In Moscow, Russian legislators 
planned a special session Sunday 
to endorse President Yeltsin’s 
emergency rule in tbe region of 
1.3 million people. Bunt foe de- 
cree was protested by Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s interior minister in foe terri- 
tory, Chechen native Vakha Ibra- 
gimov, who resigned in disagree- 
ment, government-run Russia 
Rossiya Radio reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin's hand-picked in- 
terim administrator, Akhmad 
Arsanov, reportedly said Satur- 
day the e m er g e n cy should be 
lifted. 

Tbe radio said the defection 
decreased chances that troops 
would enforce Mr. Yeltsin de- 
cree. That could leave the Rns- 

(Contfamed on page 5) 


Government promises to study problems 
faced by industries over new tax, collection 

Minister to review consumer tax and ‘draconian measures’ 


By P.V. Vhekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Faced with an 
angry reaction by Jordanian 
industrialists who rose up in 
arms against the recent im- 
position of a new consumer 
tax, the government Sunday 
appeared to have adopted a 
conciliatory stand with a 
promise to study and address 
their problems. 

“I do not know on what 
K»ek they are complaining,” 
said Finance Minister Basel 
Jaidaneh, adding that he had 
not seen a petition submitted 
to Prime Minister Taher Mas- 
ri by tbe indnstrialfets. 

“But we are ready to re- 
view their problems and con- 
sider appropriate action,” he 
told the Jordan Times, 
yuting that he was meeting 
with a representative group 
of Jordanian industrialists cm 
Wednesday. 

The financ e minister reiter- 
ated that the government’s 


and developing local indus- 

tfjos remained unchanged. 


Mr. Jardaneh also said the. 
government was considering 
additional incentives to 
export-oriented industries. 
He did not elaborate. 

Jordanian industrialists 
have gone public with their 
opposition not only to the 10 
per cent consumer tax (value 
added tax — VAT) and a 
gover n ment-proposed proce- 
dure to collect the tax but 
also a decrease in customs 
duties on a series of imported 
products classified as “essen- 
tial.” 

Although no official would 
confirm it, it is widely be- 
lieved that the imposition of 
consumer tax is part of an 
agreement that foe govern- 
ment has reached with the 
International Monetary Fond 
(IMF) to restructure the 
Kingdom's economy. 

Scarce details are available 
on foe discussions between 
the go v ernment and the IMF. 
but the thrust of any 
related measure will be to 
reduce the fiscal budget de- 
ficit by increasing revenues 
and cutting down govern- 


ment expenditure. 

No figures are available yet 
cm the amount the govern- 
ment expects to raise as con- 
sumer tax. 

Speaker after speaker at a 
meeting at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry bmkting 
on Saturday let off angry 
outbursts over foe VAT and 
argued that any such in- 
creases in prices for the con- 
sumer were unaceptable 
given the rising cost of living 
in the Kingdom. 

The importance and 
seriousness with which the 
industrialists view the situa- 
tion were evident in the 
words of Ahmad Ghnehn, 
who spoke on behalf of clear- 
ance and follow-up agents in 
Jordan. 

“If foe Chamber of Indus- 
try cannot address and fold a- 
sohition to the problem,” 
said Mr. Ghncam, “we might 
as well pack up and go 
home.” 

Particularly disturbing to 
manufacturers of low-priced 
consumer products such as 
chocolates and biscuits was 


tbe reduction in customs 
duties on similar imported 
■ products. Such reduction, 
they argued, will dear tbe 
way for the imported product 
to dominate the market at the 
expense of foe local indus- 
tries. 

Inflaming the passions over 
what many industrialists see 
as a question of their exist- 
ence and serious doubts on a 
free market economy in Jor- 
dan were several parliament 
members. 

Sheikh Abdul Mn&eem 
Abu Zant, a leading member 
of the Muslim Brotherhood 
which opposes the govern- 
ment’s decision to attend 
peace talks with Israel, con- 
tended in a speech to the 
gathering that foe new tax 
was “a measure imposed by 
the IMF to open the Arab 
markets for laraeh products.” 

Other deputies attendin g 
the meeting included leftists 
Fakhri Kawar, Husm Shiab 
and Mansonr Murad. Orga- 
nism pf the meeting raid 

(Coufomed on page 5) 


Maxwell laid to rest; 
investigations continue 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Robert Maxwell, a 
Polish refugee who built a global 
publishing empire, was buried 
Sunday in occupied Jerusalem. 

Tbe publisher of London's Dai- 
ly Minor and the New York daily 
news was buried in the Jewish 
cemetery on the Mount of Olives 
in occupied Jerusalem in the kind 
of funeral usually reserved for 
statesmen, eulogised by President 
Chaim Herzog as “a mighty 
man... of almost mythological 
stature.” 

The eulogies reflected the 
strong emotions aroused by tbe 
booming, iron-willed British 
media magnate. Ins drift away 
from Judaism and his subsequent 
return to the froth. 

Mr. Maxwell was last seen alive 
on his yacht off the Canary Is- 
lands early Tuesday. His body 
was recovered from the water 
that everting. Spanish authorities 
said pretinriiiaiy autopsy results 
showed he died of natural causes’ 
before falling into the sea. He 
was 68. 

A Tenerife judge investigating 
the death has ordered the crew of 
tbe newspaper' magnate’s yacht 
not to leave the Canary Islands 
pending further inquiries, a fami- 
ly laywer said. 

Tbe death of Mr. Maxwell, 
plagued by debts and reports of 
Knks with foe Israeli secret ser- 


vice, hs sparked fierce specula- 
tion over possible foul play or 
suicide. 

Granadilla Court Judge Isabel 
Oliva issued the order to continue 
investigations into Mr. Maxwell’s 
death, which an initial autopsy 
attributed to natural causes. 

Julio Hernandez daverie, a 
Tenerife lawyer retained by the 
Maxwell family, told state news 
agency EFE that the crew were 
free to travel on the island. 

Ms. Oliva has asked four crew- 
men of the yacht, moored in 
Santa Cruz, to return to ratify 
their earlier statements. The 
seven other crew members have 
already done so. 

Spanish judicial have 

so far played down talk of foul 
play, noting there were no signs 
of violence on tire body. Judge 
Oliva s aid earlier this week she 
intended to close the case, once 
the final autopsy results had been 
received. 

The results are expected in 
about a week, once hmg, brain 
and kidney samples have been 
tested in Madrid and Seville. 

The body underwent a fbur- 
bour autopsy in Las Palmas on 
Wednesday. Investigating Judge 
Luis Gnrierrtz said afterwards his 
provisional finding was death from 
natural causes, possibly a heart 
attack, and that Mr. Maxwell 
(fieri before hitting the water. 


Kaddoumi 
In Cairo; 
meeting 
with Saud 
possible 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Tbe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) foreign afffars chief 
Farouk Kaddoumi arrived in 
Cairo Sunday and called on 
Washington to honour a promise 
to force Israel to stop buflding 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied Arab territories. 

“The United States has to, 
prove its goodwill ... it promised 
to exert pressure on Israel to stop 
bufiding settlements once and for 
all,” said Mr. Kaddoumi. He did 
not ray when or where Washing- 
ton made such a promise. 

Washington has called Jewish 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories an obstacle to peace. 

Mr. Kaddoumi also called on 
Washington to “show its appre- 
ciation for tbe flexible stand” the 
PLO had taken to facilitate tbe 
convening of foe Middle East 
peace conference. 

He (fid not elaborate but tbe 
PLO has urged Washington to 
resume contacts which were se- 
vered when the PLO failed to. 
condemn a foiled raid on Israel 
last year by a hardline Palestinian 
faction. 

Palestinian sources also said 
“quiet efforts” were underway to 
persuade foe United States to 
reopen the PLO's information 
offire in Washington. 

Mr. Kaddoumi was due to 
meet Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa during his visit to 
discuss the second phase of the 
peace process and diplomats said 
be might also hold talks with 
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Sand A1 Faisal. 

Prince Saud arrived in Cairo 
earlier on Sunday to attend talks 
Monday with bis counterparts 
from Egypt, Syria and tbe five 
other Gulf Arab states on region- 
al security arrangements. 

Syrian front’s stand 

Syria’s r uling coalition accused 
Israel of trying to sabotage the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks which 
aided in Madrid last Monday, 
officials said Sunday. 

A meeting of foe National 

(Continued on page 5) 





ARAB BANK 

Announces the opening 
of a new office in 


Al-Rainbow St. 


Banking services started 
on Saturday 
9 November 1991 
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\i ; \r. r. \ \k 
(ikNF.KAl M VNACKMKNT . 

S I! Mi- ISAM . AMMAN 

F.O.BOX : .o!)544 > . Tl; I I : .PHONII : 6601 !5, WjO 1 ? : 
i f .li-.A: ;3fj9 1 AftABNK JO. FAX: 60*7W 






Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1991 


Many Palestinians feel euphoria over peace prospects 


BIR ZEIT, occupied West Bank 
(AP) — Jamile Abdul Hadi, 70, 
dares to dream about the future 
for foe first time since Israeli 
occupation began 24 years ago. 

If there is a peace agreement 
with Israel, she said with a broad 
smile, she will resume adult 
education classes at Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity, now dosed by the Israeli 
army, and bring home a son 
exiled by the military govern- 
ment. 

Other Palestinians caution that 
die emotional high created by the 
Madrid peace talks may be short- 
lived. They say deep despair may 
follow unless the lot of Arabs in 
the cccuped territories improves 
quickly. 

Mrs. Abdul Hadi and the other 
comparative optimists have been 
gripped by euphoria since the 
Madrid talks, imagining for the 
first time in years what it would 
be like if the army withdraw and 
they could run their own lives. 


television pictures of their dele- Her house was rebuilt from wants to design his own line of 
gates whisked in motorcades rains. Soldiers blew it up in 1969, dothing for export and take an 
through the streets of the Spanish when one of her sons was con- active role in mundpal affairs, 
capital and sitting as equate with victed of planting a bomb that “We need to build gardens and 
the Israeli occupiers. killed three Israelis. swimming pools here; we need to 

“It was a great achievement ... “If there is to be peace, we build our Palestine,* 1 said Mr. 


wants to design his own line of 
dothing for export and take an 


the Israeli occupiers. 

“It was a great achievement ... 


after all these years in which must forget about the terrible 
Israel refused to deal with us,” tilings we did to each other,” die 


said Talal Zahran, 40, a contrac- said. 


tor from the West Bank town of Several men who had gathered 


Nablus. “Now the whole world for a morning chat in Bir Zdt's 
knows who the Palestinians are.” ■ central square seemed baffled 


Ibrahim Dakak, a 62-year-old 
Palestinian philosopher, had a 
more sceptical view; “People are 
fed up with words and slogans. 
They want so m ething very prac- 
tical. Nothing h»$ changed here 
since Madrid. We still have cur- 
fews, we have strikes, we have 
people being killed.” 

Generally, however, hope pre- 
vails. 


“When I watched our Palesti- 
nian delegation, I felt tins was a 
beginning, and that all our pan 


They spin fantasies of opening anti suffering will come to an 
a business, running for city coon- cad” Mrs. Abdul JIadi tdd a 


til or voting for the first time. 
Many swelled with pride at the 


visitor on foe glass-enclosed 
porch of her home in Bir Zeit. 


when asked whether they had 
plats for life under self-rale. 
Their talk kept returning to 
hardships of the present, like tax 
raids , and curfews. 

“I can’t tell you anything be- 
cause peace is still just a drum,” 
said Hanna MussaJlem, 40, who 
runs a snack shop on foe square. 

When their initial reluctance 
had passed, foe men spoke of the 
future with relish. 

Mr. MhssaUeh said he would 
fike to open a boarding house for 
umve isity students, ran for the 
city council and be the one to 
hoist the Palestinian flag atop the 
town hall. 

Mahmoud Abdul Lafi, a tailor. 


swimming pools here; we need to 
build our Palestine,” said Mr. 
Lafi, 53. 

Some Palestinians doubt the. 
peace talk* will produce tangible 
results. They cite the hardline 
taken by Yitzhak Shamir, the 
Israeli prime m ini st e r, who had 
said the P a les tini a n s can hope 
only for limited autonomy. 

Israel's continuing practice of 
settling Jews in the occupied ter- 
ritories makes Palestinians fear 
settlers will take all foe land and 
force them to leave. So far, no 
settlements have been built near 
Bir Zeit. 


when the Madrid conf e ren ce be- 
gan, three Palestinians have been 
killed in clashed with soldiers and 
three were slain by other Arabs 
cm suspicion of being informers. 

Still, the atmosphere has sof- 
tened. In dozens of peace mar- 
ches in the last two weeks, 
Palestinian teenagers who used to 
throw stones chanted “We want 
peace” and handed olive bran- 
ches to often-perplexed Israeli 
soldiers. 


Second 
anti-drug 
caravan 
planned in 


China denies any nudear 
cooperation with Iraq 


PEKING (R) — China, the focus 
C2TZlVa.Il of mounting Western concern 

that it may recklessly be spread- 
in ing the technology to build nuc- 

I lln l 1 1 lyl I III tear weapons, Sunday officially 

r m denied it had any nudear coop- 

Saudi Arabia "^££ 2 ^^ 

JEDAH ZAP) Sandi Arabian cooperation with Iraq nor trans- 


JED AH (AP) — Sandi Arabian 
officials have announced they will 


Iran. But it strictly adhered to the 
principle that all such aid could - 
be used only to develop peaceful j fl& 
nudear energy. | f 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman .■ vjve* 
called the reports “utterly « 
groundless.” # V. ft#** 

China in April made a simila r ■ 
response following reports that it 
nrieht have heloed Akeria A*. “T. \V< 


Some of the demonstrations organise a second nationwide 
were oigamsed by local activists, anti-drag caravan to educate 


feis to it any nudear materials, might have helped Algeria de- ' v 

nudear technology or nuclear veiop nudear weapons technolo- 

emrirnnent " a Ffnrin Ministry pv h* 


apparently to score points during 
the conference, bat others 
appeared spon t aneos. 

Fadi Mughrabi, a' 10-year-old 


citizens and expatriates. 

The first caravan in January 
1990 visited 12 Sandi cities. 

The organiser, die National 


from Bethlehem,- -said be and his Commission for Combating 
friends wre playing soccer in a said Saturday foe second 


Muslim fundamentalists and 
foBowets of hardline Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) fac- 
tions call tiie talks a sellout. They 
have threatened to 'kill Palesti- 
nian delegates and increase vio- 
lence against the army. 

The four-year-old Palestinian 
uprising continues. Since Oct. 30, 


field last Monday when they saw. launched in October 1992 

a jeep pa«ang and began «*antf*ig coincide with foe beginning of 


“we want peace.” 

Three soldiers got out of of the 


the next academic year. 

Under the kingdom’s laws. 


jeep, smiled at the children and <frug smngglere and dealers are 
joined the soccer game, Fadi be^a^ by swt^ m tae wrdi 


equipment,” a Foreign Ministry gy. by 

spokesman was quoted^ saying The nudear issue is expected to 

foe official C *™ 8 News feature prominently Su. s n ** 

m thi. mmrtt in Secretary of State' James Bak- ^ 1 u! 3 l t a 
Ac cord ing to the reportem a 3 ^^ in Peking on Nov. 15 'mi < 5 : 

some foreign press, it is the com- the highest Unofficial to vfcft tl 

^j^ofs^W^emrojmtoes QihmrinS its bloody 1989 era*, 
foat have sold relevant technolo- tjow m disseatt 7 

gies, equipment and matenab, to Diplomatic analysts say Mr 

S2-JS. 1 Baker, also due to dlscuas Pet 
re^onse to a reporters qu^tion. ia ^ s buauia rights record and its 
A spokesman for foe Interna- ^ de neSgS ^L m ^ “ 


cretaryof State* James Bak- lu!3l iii 
arrives in Peking on Nov. 15, 'Mt *1. ss: 
: highest U.S. official to visit 5 *Ltn 

: — Ui i.. nun . > j 


Qrina since its Moody 1989 crack- 


down on dissent! 

Diplomatic analysts say Mr. 


urptomanc analysis say Mr. f- 
Baker, also due to discuss Pek- ^ 


the Islamic Sharia by which the 


spokesman ror me imema- pojfcfcs wfll push foe 

S£« A 2E£'!E.£E2 Chinese hard to «pK more 




“We asked them if they want long dom ra tes, 
peace and they said ‘yes,’” the According to drag combating 


programmes. fi ** 


boy recalled, his face beaming. 


Japan to join multilateral 
Mideast talks, U.S. says 


Afghan rebel team in 
Moscow in new peace bid 


ELMENDORF AIR FORCE, 
Alaska (R) — Japan has told the 
United States h wants to be in- 
volved in multilateral peace talks 
bn Middle Easst regional issues, a 
senior U.S. official said Saturday. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
' Baker will discuss this ami other 
. issues until new Japanese Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa in 
Tokyo Monday as Washington 
seeks to assure foreign policy 
coordination between the two 
ecooomic giants. 

“This trip really does represent 
a move into the post-cold war era 
... with both leaderships commit- 
lied to frying to work out more 
active patterns of consultation,” 
said the senior official, who spoke 
on condition he not be identified. 

Washington has urged Japan to 
expand its global rote but wants 
to assure this is “weU-coordinated 
with the United States,” the offi- 
cial atMffl 

Mr. Baker is en route to 
Tokyo, the first stop on a mne- 


m ^ MOSCOW (R) — A delegation 

representing some of the main 

day Asian tour that will test U.S. move next to bilateral negotia- Afghan rebel groups flew to Mos- 
policy in an economically pow e r - tions between Israel and the cow Sunday for fresh ta lks mi 
ml region that critics say the Arabs. ending the 13-year old civil war. 

administration of President Japan's interest in the process Delegation leader Burhanud- 
George Bush has ignored. 


ending the 13-year old civil war. 
Delegation leader Burhanud- 


derives from its energy depend- din Rabbani told TASS news 


Mr. Baker will also visit Smith ence on the region, its interest in agency on arrival he hoped the 


Korea and Anna He was last in new markets and the fact that it 


all three countries in 1989. 


wants to become "a global play- 


Reporters on Mr. Baker’s air- er” politically to match hs econo- 


plane were briefed on the flight tnic strength, the U.S. official peace. 


political changes in foe Soviet 
Union would lead Moscow to 
help to bring about a lasting 


from the Hague, where Mr. Bak- said, 
er and President Bush hrid trade vr. 


telks wifo European leaders, to pected from the Tokyo meetings coma become a rename guarame 
Tokyo. The plane made a refuefl- Ateacb Asian sS^Bater of*** Peace, nertoriy for Afgfaa- 


No specific accords are ex- 


“The establishment of an Isla- 
mic government in my homeland 


could become a reliable guarante 


ing stop in Alaska. 

“The Japanese have ... ex- 
pressed interest in the multflater- 


At each Asian stop Mr. Baker 
will make, trade frictions boom 


nistan itself, bat for its neigfa- 


^ n s iTSSl 'Jap™, whose trade surplus wifo 

State* is again on the rise. 


but they may be strongest in h™; J* ^ ^ 

Japan, whose trade surplus wifo /*** Kremhn winch remains 
United States is asain on the rise. suppher of President 


Najibullah’s gpv emm etn, prom- 
ised in September to bait arms 


“The Soviet leadership has 
changed its policies in various 
areas,” the official Saudi Press 
Agency quoted him as saying. 
“But concer nin g Afghanistan it is 
still supporting the mercenary 
government” 

Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 
Panlrin, who is due to meet Mr. 
Rabbani’s delegation, said Satur- 
day the visit was aimed at “laun- 
ching the peace process in Afgha- 
nistan.” 

But he made dear Moscow 
wanted to focus too on the fate of 
Soviet servicemen captured dur- 
ing the war. About 300 soldiers 
remain unaccounted for after the 
nine-year Soviet military in- 
tervention and Moscow believes 
dozens may be still alive. 

Mr. Rabbani told TASS be 


gan in Madrid two weeks ago, the In Tokyo, trade and the stiuc- bed in September to bait arms Mr. Rabbani told TASS be 
official said. ture of the global economy will be shipments from Jan. 1. The Un- sympathised with the famili es of 

He did not say exactly how major issues because “neither we ited States likewise said it would the missed men and would seek a 


Tokyo might fit in. 


nor the Japanese want to see the 


Multilateral -talks on Middle world oigamsed in regional trad- 
East issues like water and arms ing blocs,” the official said. 


control are the third step in the Japan is expected to go along 
peace proces that began with the with Washington’s proposal for 


Madrid conference and are to expanded structural trade talks. 


stop arming the Mnjahedeen 
guerrillas. 

Mr. Rabbani told a news con- 
ference in Sandi Arabia earlier 
that Moscow was still sending 
weapons. 


mutually satisfactory solution. He 
said one former prisoner-or-war, 
an Uzbek, edited nirham Ynsupov, 
was now in Saudi Arabia and had 
not decided whether to retnrn to 
the Soviet Union. 


Lebanese resistance new problem for Israel 


By Mohammad Satam 

The Associated Press 


JIBSHEET, Lebanon — 
While Arabs and Israelis pur- 
sue an elusive Middle East 
peace, Israel faces a growing 
threat from Lebanese resist- 
ance — an “invisible enemy” 
wifo greater sophistication 
and more leathal weaponry 
foan ever before. 

Almost daily clashes in 
southern Lebanon — espe- 
cially harsh reactions to guer- 
rilla attacks — raise fears that 
the violence will escalate and 
threaten the peace process. 

The Islamic Resistance, 
dominated by the pro-Iranian 
Hibzollah intensified its 
attacks on 804tiknnetre-long 
Israeli-occupied border strip 
last month to protest the 
peace conference held in 
Madrid. 

In recent weeks, at least 21 
people, including six Israeli 
soldiers and eight infiltrators, 
have been killed in bombs 
ambushes, guerrilla raids and 
retaliatory Israeli strikes. 

In villages across the re- 
gion, walls are danbed wifo 
slogans like “Israel is the 
ultimate evil” and “Resist- 
ance is the road to libera- 
tion.” 

The Islamic Resistance has 
been fighting the Israelis 
since they invaded Lebanon 


in 1982 to crush the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and stormed west 
Beirut. 

Suicide bombers played a 
key role in forcing the Israelis 
to withdraw three years later, 
when they established the 
1,100-square-kilometre 
“security zone” along the 
border as a buffer against 
guerrilla raids. 

The PLO, which once con- 
trolled Sooth Lebanon, has 
been subdued. But Hizbollah 
is openly frying to sabotage 
the peace process. 

They have abandoned the 
reckless tactics they once em- 
ployed, having learned that 
slugging it out with foe heavi- 
ly a rmed Israelis is counter- 
productive and costly. 

Sheikh Ahmad Taleb, a 
Hizbollah deric, said at his 
home in the southern village 
of Jibsheet, a fundamentalist 
stronghold: “The Israelis 
have technical superiority. 
They have a sophisticated 
military machine with an air 
force, tanks and artillery. 

“The resistance won’t be 
dragged into a co n ve n tional 
confrontation wifo IsraeL If 
the Israelis want to move into 
our villages, they won’t find 
regular bases, trenches and 
forces sitting waiting to fight 
them.” 

. The guerrillas who once 


strutted around openly with 
their weapons are now longer 
to be seen. 

“For the Israelis, they’re 
the invisible enemy,” a 
Lebanese intelligence source 
said. 

Hizbollah and its allies 
have “drawn lessons from the 
FLO’s mistakes, eschewing 
offices, command stru c tur e s 
and fixed bases,” be noted. 

“They set up an operations 
room in a house for a week or 
10 days, then move on,” the 
source said. “They’re in ev- 
ery village — peasants, shop- 
keepers, mechanics and so 
on. 


Sheikh Taleb. 34, is Jib- 
sbeefs imam, or preacher. 
His predecessor. Sheikh 
Abdul Karim Obeid, was kid- 
napped by Israeli comman- 
does from iris home July 28, 
1989. 

Lebanese sources estimate 
that Hizbollah has 4004100 
fighters active in the sooth. 
The Israeli say it’s more like 
1,400. 


The zone is garrisoned by 
some 1,200 Israeli troops and 
3,000 of South 

Lebanon Army (SLA), a 
mainly Christian militia 
aimed and trained by Israel, 
An Israeli military sources 
acknowledged that foe elu- 
sive guerrillas “are more 


sophisticated now, like their 
bombings." 

The resistance is “much 
better trained now and 
they’re using radio-controlled 
bombs to a ttac k Israeli pat- 
rols,” a Lebanese military 
source noted. 

The Jerusalem Post daily 
recently reported that foe 
anny has developed electro- 
nic counter-measures to neut- 
ralise the radio controlled 
bombs detonated by road- 
sides as patrols pass by . 

It gave not details. But the 
British army in Northern Ire- 
land has for years been elec- 
tronically scanning radio fre- 
. qnencies used by pro visional 
Irish Republican anny (TRA) 
guerrillas to detonate ambush 
bombs. 

The British found that the 
guerrillas usually tested their ' 
detonation devices before 
ambushes. By duplicating the 
radio signals foe army blew 
up hidden bombs before foe 
IRA could use them, some- 
times killing .the bombers. 

The Post said at least one 
Hizbollah bomber has been 
kftfed like that and this was 
farcing the guerrillas to re- 
vert to less sophisticated de- 
vices. 

Still, foe resistance’s suc- 
cesses have forced the Israelis 
tuto indiscriminate retaliation 
by shelling villages, heighten- 


ing foe risk that they wfll 
drive the population in- 
creasingly behind the guerril- 
las. 

The security source said 
the guerrillas have the prop- 
aganda edge because 
"they're attacking Israeli 
military tragets on Lebanese 
soil, fighting an occupying 
power.” 

But the resistance is also a 
problem for foe Lebanese 
government. 

President Elias Hrawi is 
trying to restore state author- 
ity over the flashpoint south, 
where foe key to Lebanon's 
long- term stability lies. 


department’s acting director- 
general, Major (jcueral , Ibra- 
him A! Maiman, drug smuggling 
into the kingdom fee roughly 
halved since the country intro- 
duced capital punishment for tile 
offenders in 1987. 

The death sentence for traffick- 
ers and traders was decided by 
King Fabd on the approval of the 
Gotuicfl of Senior Islamic Scho- 
lars, foe highest religious body in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The second caravan will visit 11 
major cities in 
two months. It will later go to 
neighbouring Golf Cooperation 
Council countries — Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain, Oman and foe 
United Arab Emirates. 

like the first one, it wfll consist 
of colourfully decorated cars, 
motorcycles, camels and horse- 
drawn carriages that will carry 
anti-drug banners. 

Lectures depicting the dangers 
of drugs will be deltevered and 
pamphlets and bookets will be 
distributed. 

"It is a pioneering national 
venture to generate awareness 
about this fatal poison,” said 
Prince Faisal Ben Fabd, chief of 
the Presidency of Youth Welfare 
and Sports, a co-sponsor of the 
caravan. 

The commission said more 
attractive and appealing display 
facilities wfll be introduced dur- 
ing tiie second caravan. Festivals 
comprising films, theatrical shows 
and ait exhibitions with drug 
abuse as the main theme will be 
held. 

Preachers, psychologists, social 
experts and college professors 
will give lectures. 

The Drug Combating Depart- 
ment, an affiliate of foe Ministry 


PROGRAMME, SAID Friday 
that Iraq had tested key parts of a 
nudear bomb just months before 
its invasion of Kuwait, but could 


Washington’s worries over Chi- 
na’s nudear exports deepened 


last month when the National ^ 

P«onle’s Congress fTiina’* >7 'niia 


not have produced a complete People’s Congress, China’s' %W: iCl 

mhHMvetatrm rmrHa nv n t mw_ "ihrtit! i ® . 


weapon. rubber-stamp parliament, mex- - 0 

Felting, bombarded by West- pectedly declined to approve a :: 

era news reports linking it with move to sign Peking up for the : ,s 
suspected nuclear weapons prog- international nuclear Non- ; m 

rammes in third countries, has Prolfieration Treaty. 
stepped up its denials, saying China, which had earlier pub- 4 


stepped up its denials, saying 


repeatedly that its nuclear coop- hcly promised to accede to the 
eratiou programmes are purely treaty, is tbe only major nudear 


for peaceful purposes. 

Last month, in response to 


power which has not joined. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 


reports saying CHINA MIGHT said on Oct. 31 that the proposal 
BE GIVING Iran technology needed to be further studied by 


capable of producing nuclear relevant committees and that 
weapons, the Foreign Ministry China would sign foe treaty 


said fhirm djd have a nudear "once foe necessary procedures 


£ V 
Sfe 

in” Jl. 


cooperation programme ‘with have been gone through.” 


Allies left radioactive waste on 
Gulf battlefield, report says 


Allien 

•HasM® v * c 

jsodert ms rr» 
>. sftester M- 


LONDON (AP) — Chemical and Speaking on condition of **■*=■» 
radioactive waste lefton the Gulf anonymity, be said the authority 
war battlefield is a threat to the had contacted Royal Ordnance, 
health of thousands of Kuwaitis foe private MinBtry of Defence 
as well as British and other West- munitions supplier responsible 


health of thousands of Kuwaitis 
as well as British and other West- 


ern dean-up team, a newspaper fo* dea ling the British sector of 
said Sunday. the battiefiled. 

The allied armies left at least 40 Correspondence began several 


tonnes of depleted uranium in 
tens of thousands of armour 
piercing rounds fired at Iraqi 
vehicles from U.S. aircraft and 
British and U.S. tank* during foe 
conflict, said the Independent cm 
Sunday. 


iSJltr- — 

i 

'iff sw te&i; 
gBdfileRfa* 

tbe battiefiled. > 

■«ed b die 

Correspondence began several jedcrJ 

months ago, and tbe authority ^ ^ WR's 
has emphasised the en v ironmen- jnsuiaca 
tal dangers of depleted uranium , be txd. 
and the necessity of denning it ilan acaa 
up, the spokesman said. ji Al Rai rod 

“As of now, as far as I am 4 
aware, there is no' contract be- ibk* 5 j 
tween ns for us to do this work,” ^ over 

aAted - Mte 

. bThe Indepe n dent on Sunday ^dodihsmi 
said tbe AEA report was pie- ttaoKfiom; 
pared in April by decontamina- itepugi be : 
tion specialists working for AEA 
tectorfogy^ commerical arm 
of foe authority. ia teand 

The newspaper said the author- y aldfel 
ity offered at that time to send a k! 

team to tbe Gulf to identify foe jJJ*? 3 ™ 
size of the problem and devise a* 
clean-up plan, but after six 
months no action has been taken. waBmlwoi 

A Ministry of Defence spokes- riifedijKc* 
man said it was unaware of hav- tes taksi 
ing received such a report. Royal b proper 


The newspaper quoted what it 
said was a secret British Atomic 
Energy Authority (AEA) report. 

“There will be specific areas in 
which many rounds wfll have 
been fired where localised con- 
tamination of vehicles and foe 


a Al Raimi 
V Hr. Haul 
hs bees ab*e 
oh? over ifc 


huu» Minn 
Maid de mi 
eitaaver u> ra 


of the Interior; the Saudi Cus- mil rpq y e xcee d p f r mi«i h k limi ts 
toms Department, and the Coast and these could be hazardous to 


Guard also are participating in dean-op and the local 

the organisation of tbe caravan, population,” the newspaper 


The anti-drug campaign also quoted foe report as saying, 
includes specialised medical cen- _ TT v 

tees for foe treatment of drug . (depleted uranium) 

addjf t g in the main Saudi cities food chain or water 

Riyadh, Damam and Jeddah. ^ create potential health 
They are called A1 Ama] hospit- problems." 
als. The latest was a 285-bed . An AEA spokesman could not 
hospital that opened in Jeddah m 811 ratemew confirm the es 
last July. ence * e report. 


in an interview confirm the exist- Ordnance was not available for '.■■ftr 


comment. 


He is also waging a di- 
plomatic campaign to force 
the Israelis to withdraw — 
with little success so far. 

Tbe guerrilla attacks bols- 
ter Israel’s argument rim* it 
can never pullout wfafle its 
northern border is 
threatened. 


An ‘enemy’ could have killed Maxwell — widow 


Mr. Hrawi cannot move to 
disarm Hizbollah, as he did in 
July against a weakened 
PLO, without risking a split 
in his Syrian-backed govern- 
ment. 

Some cabinet ministers 
openly sympathise wifo the 
guerrillas — although their 
campaign dooms the battered 
south to yet another cycle of 
violence. 


LONDON (R) — The widow of 
international media tycoon 
Robert Maxwell says she thought 
an enemy might have killed him, 
while his doctor described his 
•death as very strange. 

The burly publisher dis- 
appeared from his yacht in tbe 
Atlantic on Tuesday and his 
naked body was found boors later 
in the sea off Spain’s Canary 
Islands. An initial autopsy sug- 
gested a heart attack. 

Britain’s Sunday newspapers 
dwelt on foe mystery surrounding 
tbe death of Mr. Maxwell. 68, 
who was due to be buried on 
Sunday on foe Mount of Olives in 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Maxwell was embroiled in 
business and legal wrangles when 
he left London for a cruise that 


turned out to be tiie final chapter 
of an extraordinary and con- 
troversial life. 


A prolific plaintiff, he was 
locked in a libel suit over allega- 
tions that he had links with Mos- 
sad, Israel’s intelligence service. 

“He was a tremendous fighter. 
Suidde would have been totally 
out of character,” his widow, 
Betty Maxwell, told the Sunday 
Mirror, a Maxwell newspaper. 

“I toyed wifo every possibility, 
that he bad been pushed in by 
someone planted there,” she 
said. “There were so many peo- 
ple who hated him. He had many 
threats. Many people would be 
delighted to bump him off.” 
Tbe Sunday Times newspaper 
quoted Mrs. Maxwell's doctor. 
Dr. Joseph Joseph, as saying Mr. 


Maxwell did not have a heart 
condition and was in good health. 

Spanish authorities released 
Mr. MaxwelTs body Wednesday 
after provisional autopsy finding 
indicated he died of natural 
causes, possibly a heart attack. 
The death certificate stated be 
died of cardfo-nsspiratoiy arrest. ' 

Commenting on the findings , 
Dr. Joseph said: “There is no sign 
of a heart attack per se. It was 
just an informed guess.” 

"It was very unusual that he 
should drop dead where he was 
and then foil down into tiie water.. 
How cSd he foil down?" Dr. 
Joseph told the newspaper. 

!*It is very, very strange. I think 
it is suspicious that Maxwell was*f 
on the back of the boat and 
nobody would have heard or seen 
him.” 
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AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


Other Carriers (Terminal 2) 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 


12dB Cairo ( 

IMS Abo Dhabi, Doha ( 

19*S Paris ( 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Al- Mniihrr Hospital 667227/9 

The Mimic, AbdaH 666127/37 


Yesterday's hf^i tempentBCK An* 
man 20, Aqaba 27. HuanAy teafi&gs: 
Amman 70, per cent. Aqaba 40 per 


ZASQA: AbdafiTdqtemeRqabs 661101 

Dr.bsAlOmari (— ) Jordan Television — 773111 

Khafifeb pharmacy 985417 Radio Jordan..- 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Toe bttnnc, Abdab 666127/37 

Al-AhlLAbdaU 664164/6 

ItaBan. Ai-Muhajreea 777101/3 

Al^Bmbir.J. Arimfiefa 77S11U26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Oneen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZmqaGovL Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 


Thb information is tappBed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) bOonuttSm depart-' 
oust at the Qo cea Aha la tc matkm al 
Airport TeL (06)SX200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 




Vpptt/kmer price hi Ss per kg. 

Apple Soot 500 

Banana 500/450 

B a nana (Mtdremm a r ) ... 550 / 500 

Beam 850 / 650 

Cabbage 160/ 120 

OraB flow cj 229/ 170 

OtcBmbeanmge) 180/ CO 

a cm b w^mdO 360/328 

Eggplant 280 / 220 

— * «... 800 / 700 

Gnpea- - 900/800 

Garre 500 / 400 


Roytf Jordwitan (RJ) FHgtite 
(Terntinel 1) 


Sanaa ( 

, n uma ar m i 
.... Riyadh ( 


•6:15 Beirut (RJ) 

“j* Montreal NewYoric Sj) 

* fataribulfRJ) 

ftaskfintfej) 

CfeiroflUi 

MoaoowfRJ) 

— Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Dobai, Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

*** - MnacntfRJj 


Gtmre 500/400 

Lemon ..... 180/ 120 

Marrow (large) 160/120 

Marrow (nnifl) 350/300 

Otom 850/750 

Odoa(dry) 170/120. 

Bepperfbm) 320/260 

Pepper (meet) . 450 / 400 

Potato 300 / 250 

Sap 600/500 

Scared) 220 /160 

370/230 

Totoatoea — ; ^ 420/360 

Waxarmdon U0/ 120 






Journalists criticised for 
speaking to Israeli media 
at peace conference 


By P.V.Ylretamafld 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A p rominent Jorda- 
nian journalist has been expelled 
from the Jordanian Writers' Fed- 
eration (JSVF) for aBowmg himyif 
to be interv i e w ed by the Israeli 
media rinrmo the Middle 
peace conference held in Madrid 
last week. 

- Another, columnist, coming 
under fire for the same charges, 
anno unced Sunday that he was 
ins enlnmn until fanbw 

notice. 

S altan Hattab, a columnist at the 
. AubfotangnagB daily A1 Ra’i and 
the former chief editor of Sawt A1 
Shaab, and Tawfiq Abo Baler of A1 
Dnstour had also come under cri- 
ticism from .'the Joxdaa Writers’ 
Society, of which they are not 
members. 

The decision to expel Mir. Hat- 
tab was taken Sunday, accoxding to 
the deputy chief of the JWF, Di- 
. adeddme Rjfri. 

“Mr. Hattab’s membership has 
been withdrawn and he is no ton- 
.ger a member of the federation as 
of Sunday,” Mr. Rifai was quoted 
as saymg. “This is a moral pnmsh- 
ment for Mr. Hattab for hs con- 
tacts with Israel,” the told the 
Associated Press. 

What remained, unclear was 
whether Mr. Hattab was indeed a 
■member of the federation, which 
had faded into the background 
after the Jordan Writers’ Society 
reemerged as part of the democrat 
tisatkxi proc e ss under way in Jor- 
dan. 

The “federation was set up as an 
alternative to the “society” in 1988 
after the then government headed 
by Zaid Rifm suspended the latter,' 
which was perceived to be domin- 
ated by leftist writers. 

The society was revived m early 
1990 when the government of 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
fitted the suspension. Lost in dm. 
bargain was me influence exerted 
by the JWF. Apparently, Mr. Hat- 
tab was considered a member by 
the JWF since be (fid not become a 
member of the revived Jordan Wri- 
ters’ Society. 

Contacted by the Jordan Times, 
Mr. Hattab declined (firect com- 
ment on the JWR’s derision. “I 
would not like to make any com- 
ment now,” he said. However, he 
added, “I am continuing my col- 
umns in A1 Ra’i and I can defend 
myself.” Mr. Hattab’s daily col-. 
nwwi hps been absent from the 
oewspafter over the part two 
week. 

Information Mi nister Mahoud 
A1 Sharif said the ministry had no 
plan wfaataover to interfere in the 
matter, although he described it as 
“poKtkaT in nature. 

“ft is an independent union and 
it is free to do what it derides 
under its laws and procedures,” 
Mr. Sharif told the Jordan Times. 
“The Ministry erf Information has 
nothing to do with it and does not 
plan to intefere in the matter." 
Mr. Sharif said Mr. Hattab had 
|i«-i co mplaining that the 
* was not a member of the JWF. “If 
that is indeed the case, I hope the 
. federation has taken into coomd- 
eration the proper procedures,” 
the minister said. 

The con trov er sy started when 
Mr. Hattab, who was among the 
Jordanian media team atten di ng 
the Madrid conference, was inter- 
viewed by Israel Televiskra- 
The interview was seen by many 
Jordanian writers, both leftist and 
ri ght**, as violating the code af 
which crib for shu nnin g 
all contacts with the Israeli media. 


The interviews given by Mr. 
Hattab as well as Mr. Abu Bakr 
fuelled the emotions of those who 
reject the U-S.-led peace process. 

Opposition groups argue that 
Israel, is only seeking normalisatkxx 
of relations with the Arab states 
without properly addressing the 
Palestinian problem and as «k* 
any action seen as normalised rela- 
tions with the Jewish state should 
be avoided. 

Many others say it is too early 
for any interaction between the 

Jo rdanian and Israeli onw 

the Jewish state continues to 
occupy Arab land and the peace 
process, which got off in Madrid, 
has a tong way to go before an 
acceptable solution to the core 
conflict is reached. 

Another school of thought, in 
the minority argues that Jorda- 
nians should take advantage of any 
access to the Israeli media and 
address the Israeli people and talk 
about the unjust and oppressive 
policies of tbdr government. 

Mr. Abu Bakr, meanwhile, 
announced that he was suspending 
writing for AJ Dustour as of Sun- 
day. In a column titled “Oarifica- 
tion and Apology,” Mr. Abu Bakr 
said be was caught in a situation 
where he could not refuse ques- 
tions from the Israeli media among 
the multitude of media dwmmk 
which were present in Madrid. 

Mr. Abu Bakr, a Palestinian 
journalist, endorsed the view that 
any normalisation of cultural rela- 
tions with Israel was premature. 

Mr. Hattab was quoted assaying 
by the AP that his objective in 
giving die interview to land Tele- 
vision was “to serve the Jordanian 
Strategic gj"«l and to w^ J iiin to rt* 
Israeli masses the offiaal position 
of the Kingdom.” 

“I (fid not do anythin g wrong,” 
he said. “I neither praised Israel 
nor called for establishing bilater- 
al relations with Israel. 

Hashem Kreisat president of 
the Jordan ness Association 
(JPA),who was also in Madrid for 
the conference, denied reports that 
the JPA was . considering ex- 
pelling Mr. Hattab. 

“No sodi measure is being consi- 
dered," Mr. Khrasat.who is also 
chief editor of Sairt A1 Shaab, told 
the Jordan Times. 

The theme that media interac- 
tion could be seen as part of 
normalisation of cufttnal relations 
was raised by die Jordan Writers’ 
Society headed by Fakhri Knwar, a 
columnist and member of the Low- 
er House of Parliament. 

“We were surprised at seeing 
two Jordanian writers on the 
Israeli screen,” said a sta t e m e nt 
issued by the society last week. 
“We also noticed that the Zionist 
mafia corresp on den ts had defiber- 
atdy sought to tare many Arabs to 
talk to their media cha n n els , but 
many would not be drawn into that 
trap which was meant to normalise 
cultural relations.” 

The statement “condemned 
those involved” and warned 
against “any normalisation of 
cultural relations with the Zionists 
and we consider it to be a danger to 
our national identity.” 

It said the “essence of die Zion- 
ist culture and thinking is based on 
rejecting other cultures and dunk- 
ing. So does the Israeli strategy, 
which is based an expansion and 
the denial of die Palestinian exist- 
ence. 

“It is impossible to normalise 
relations with the culture 

and dunking since it would amount 
to recoocSiation with a racist reg- 
ime, which looks at other races 
wwW!f|K<iiig ly 1 n the statement 
added.” 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Produce exports JD 8.88m in October 

AMMAN (Petra) - Jordan's exports 

October stood at 31^00 tooneswith an eMtedfiottctf abort 
JD 8.88 million, according to die l^rk^og iO*®*- 

msadon (AMO). Vegetables constituted about 
the total amount of the kingdom's agricultural exports, bnngrag 
about JD 8.38 millioa in 

of vegetables and fnrils in October, (bopped by dxmt 6^00 
toDnesccnnpared to September^ lan crease of abmrtl2^900 
tonnes compared to October, 1990. The AMO said 43 j6 per ^cent 
of the exDorts went to Iraq, 24.1 per cent to the United Arab 
EmiralM?S3 per cent to Santfi Arabia^. 1 jwcent to ^ Bahrain, 
6.4 per cent to Qatar and 0.3 per cent to Kuwait. 

JD 10m for agriculture and village roads 

Pu 


the 1992 budget for agricultural and village roads. At a 


SSbT^STwa Yarm^Umvet^ ^b&ReJa- 

trass Department. The four-day exhtotum, ^WmTftraiouk 
survey 'and aerial photography. 

Kabarltl receives French delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) - 


Diplomats say Saudi 
ambassador to Jordan 
to return next week 


r 


Her Royal Highness Princess Basina is greeted by 
a patient at a family planning centre. Princess 


Sunday toured various centres and la- 
the services they provide (Petra photo) 


Princess tours family planning clinics 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Sunday 
met the Jordan Family Planning 
Society (JFPS) president and 
society officials and discussed 
means of promoting family plan- 
ning services in Jordan. 

JFPS President Anwar Hadid 
briefed the princess on the socie- 
ty’s programmes and activities 
over the coming five years. Prin- 
cess B asma urged Mr. Hadid and 
his team to organise more semi- 
nars to help spread awareness 
among members of the public 
about the need for family plan- 


ning and called on the society to 
help offer family planning ser- 
vices to the public. 

TTie princess said the society 
would be providing a beneficial 
service for the whole Jordanian 
family through its programmes 
and would help the country 
achieve positive results. 

Mr. Hadid said that the sode-. 
ty’s services are offered through 
eight dimes, three of which are 
located in Amman . The others 
are in Irbid, Zarqa, Madaba, Salt 
and Aqaba in addition to mobile 
clinics in remote villages and ru- 


ral and badia areas of Jordan. 

Mr. Hadid told Princess Basma 
that the society has now finalis ed 
its strategy through 1995. The 

Strategy entails famil y p lanning 
services at the clinics pins two 
new clinics to be set up every year 
in the coining four years. 

Princess Basma visited the soci- 
ety's dmi cs at Asfarafieh and Hus- 
sein neighbourhoods in Amman 
and inspected their different sec- 
tions. The princess also met some 
of file ladies visiting the dinics 
and inquired about services they 
were receiving. 


RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Arabian 
Ambassador Mohammad Fahd A1 
Isa will be returning within days 
to Jordan as Riyadh’s anger 
against pro- Iraqi Arab parties 
gradually abates, 'Arab diploma- 
tic sources said Saturday. 

The diplomats, who spoke on 
condition they not be named, 
attributed the dc^topment to the 
necessary coordination among 
Arabs involved in the peacemak- 
ing process with Israel. But they 
cautioned that the Amman- 
Riyadh relationship is not likely' 
to be warm for a long time. 

Initiated at the U.S.-OTganised 
Middle East con fe rence in Mad- 
rid, the process involves Jordan 
as a front party negotiator with 
Israel, and Saudi Arabia as an 
obsenrer and key player behind 
the scenes. 

Jordan, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), Ye- 
men, Sudan and T unisia were 
perceived to have thrown in their 
lot with Iraq after President Sad- 
dam Hussein sent his forces 
sweeping through Kuwait in Au- 


gust 1990. 

That cost Jordan about $400 
minion it used to get annually in 
aid from Saudi Arabia as well as 
substantial quantities of pet- 
roleum products on easy credit 
terms. It also bro u g h t travel res- 
trictions on Jordanians and a ban 
on Jordanian vehicles crossing 
the common border. 

Riyadh expelled some di- 
plomats from the Jordanian 
embassy, ordering that staff of 
Jordanian, Iraqi and Yemeni 
embassies be limited to three, 
miAkt allegations that the di- 
plomatic staffs were spying os 
strategic locations for Iraq. 

Chief diplomats were allowed 
to stay, but Jordanian Ambassa- 
dor Nasser A1 Batayna, tike 
others who did not dip out quiet- 
ly, remained. 

Recently, the edge of sharp- 
ness in Saudi editorial criticism of 
Jordan has eased, and the king- 
dun lifted the ban on the Jorda- 
nian vehicles tfausits in October. 

Saudi Foreign Munster Prince 
Sand A1 Faisal also went to 


Damascus for a meeting with 
Arab counterparts going to Mad- 
rid. That represented the first 
Saudi offiaal encounter with rep- 
resentatives of Jordan and the 
PLO since the Gulf crisis. 

Last month, the PLO was 
allowed for the first time since the 
crisis to transfer $12 million in 
taxes that it collects from some 
250,000 Palestinians working in 
the kingdom. 

Western diplomatic sources, 
meanwhile, also alluded to a re- 
cent incident that may helped 
improve the relations. In early 
October, the Jordanian security 
responded favourably to a re- 
quest from the Saudi interior 
minister to arrest and extradite a 
* prominent Saudi national known 
as Sheikh Mohammad A1 Fassi, 
who allegedly was involved in 
stirring up sentiment against the 
Riyadh government. 

Mr. Fassi’s lawyer in the Un- 
ited States, where he has resi- 
dence, and diplomatic sources say 
he may be charged with treason. 



By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The intifada, the 
Palestinian uprising, repre- 
sents different thing s for diffe- 
rent people. For some, it is a 
way to express their political 
views. Feu some it is a means 
to vent their anger and frustra- 
tion at the Israeli occupation of 
almost a quarter of a century. 
For artist Ibrahim A1 Shalaby, 
the intifada provides a theme 
for his canvases which depict 
an upsurge in Palestinian 
nationalism and pride. 

By using images of the intifa- 
da and the mono print and 
collage or mixed media and 
collage techniques, the artist 
depicts tire struggle of Palesti- 
nian youth against the occu- 
pier. The colours, often blood- 
ied or dark, complement the 
move and the strokes that cre- 
ate an inner sensation of move- 
ment, of tormented souls 
trying to assert a denied identi- 
ty. 

A recurrent dement is that 
of hands gripping stones, in 
various stages of throwing. - 
Another left motif is that of 
P alestinian embroidery, either 
painted or actual stripes of 
cross stitched doth, constitut- 
ing either the frame or the 
centralpfece of many a canvas. 

Kuffiyeh- wrapped youth are 
rarely missing from a painting. 
'What might differ is their atti- 
tude or their number. At 
times, a singular figure ani- 
mates the frame: the youth is 
either picking up a stone — 
like In The Gate to Jerusalem, 
represented by a styfeed black 
paint arch and surrounded by a 
•splash of colours (hope?), — 
or throwing it — like in The 
Target, a very impressive 
.piece, divided in several 
planes, with the central one 
taken by a man with the well- 
known headdress wrapped 
around, and a sting in his hands 
aimed at a “target”: a poster of 
a rifle with fingers poised to 
poll the trigger. 



Artist uses intifada as theme 
to depict Palestinian nationalism 



Officials call for introduction of 
agricultural management systems 


The Target 

Calligraphy , mostly of verses 
from Arab poetry or the 
Koran, is strongly represent e d 
in almost every canvas. The 
writing is usually reinforcing 
the message conveyed by the 
painting and is omnipresent. 

An in terest in g symbolism is 
carried by the eagle. This 
powefnl bird is alternately rep- 
resenting the “awakening” of a 
Palestinian entity or the 
enemy: two doves (the victims) 
are savagely gripped in its 
talons and blood is dripping. 

Not all of Mr. Shalaby’s 
paintings, however, represent 
lost hope. The artist allows the 
prospect of a better future to 
pervade in at least one of bis 
works. 

Behind an enclosure of 
barbed wire, a hopeful woman 


with both hands raised looks at 
the village in the d istance de- 
termined to return, convinced 
of a final victory and justice. 

In tine words of the artist 
who presented his works, “As 
long as there is (exists) a 
Palestinian baby, the Palesti- 
nian flag will fly high,” 
embodying the resilience of a 
people with hopes, aspirations, 
traditions, entity unaffected by 
vicissitudes and years of de- 
nial. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates to 
a five-day regional seminar which 
opened in Amman Sunday heard 
calls by key speakers about the 
urgent need to promote manage- 
ment of agricultural resources in 
tiie dry lands, especially in rain- 
fed regions. 

Opening tire meeting, attended 
by delegates from six countries 
including Jordan, Agriculture 
Ministry General Ghateb Abu 
Arabi said that in view of the 
enormous population growth and 
the pressure on natural resources, 
.countries of the region should 
find means to promote the man- 
agement of agricultural re- 
sources. t 

Dry lands rely mainly on fluc- 
tuating levels of rain water, and 
the soil is exposed to erosion 
either through natural forces or 
by man’s activities, said Mr. Ara- 
bi in an address to the meeting, 
entitled “Regional Workshop on 
Dry Land Resources Manage- 
ment.’’ 

Mr. Arabi appealed to all con- 
cerned authorities and farmers to 
help conserve agricultural re- 
sources through proper use and in 
a manner that would not harm 
the interests of the future genera- 
tions. 


The five-day workshop, which 
is organised by the International 
Centre for Agricultural Research 
in Dry Areas (ICARDA), is 
attended by delegates from Jor- 
dan, Pakistan, Tunisia, Yemen, 
Lebanon and Libya. 

The workshop will be con-, 
cerned with the natural resources 
upon which agricultural produc- 
tion depends such as soil, water 
and natural vegetation. In drier 
areas, these resources are limited 
and early degraded, according to 
ICARDA. Improving these 
areas, while at the same time 
avoiding such degradation, re- 
quires the development of more 
appropriate systems of manage- 
ment, it said. 

According to ICARDA region- 
al programme coordinator Dr. 
Nasri Haddad, focus is being 
placed on management methods 
in order to safeguard agricultural 
resources which are now en- 
dangered in the semi-arid regions 
of western Asia and north Africa. 


Dr. Haddad told the opening 
session that arable land in this 
region does not exceed 8 per 
cent, in addition to 22 per cent of 
die land, which is used as pasture 
land. Nearly 70 per cent of the 
land in the western Asia region is 
desert or semi-desert land includ- 
ing Jordan, where tire desert land 
or arid areas constitute 90 per 
cent of the Kingdom’s area. Dr. 
Haddad said. 

In view of the given situation, 
the countries of the region have 
no alterative but to protect the 
arable land to ensure production 
of food. Dr. Haddad said. He 
added that in these countries, 
every effort should be made to 
stop soil erosion and to employ 
a pp rop ri ate agricultural techni- 
ques, some of which can be pro- 
vided by ICARDA. 

Participants in the workshop 
will present case studies for then- 
countries. Each case study will 
deal with particular problems of 
resource management in a dry 
area. 




AIR-SEA-LAND 


Local Short Term Consultant 
Diagnostic Evalnation in UNRWA Sdwols 

UNRWA Headquarters Branch, Amman-Schooi Education Divi- ' 
sion - is seeking for a consultant to work, during a period of 2 
'months in development and production of “Diagnostic Tests" for 
the lower elementary level in the Arabic language. 

The incumbent will work under the supervision of the Chief 
School Education Division and as part of a team of specialists in 
lower elementary, Arabic and remedial education. 
Qualifications: 

The candidates should have:- 

a) A post-graduate teaching in education with some specialisa- 
tion in evaluation or primary education. 

b) Experience in the design and development of tests, specially 
educational diagnostic instruments an asset 

c) Fluency in Arabic necessary but aH candidates with above 
mentioned qualifications are welcomed to appty.- 

Remune ration for foe period of contract will be JD 1,000 
Applications should roach our office by Nov. 17, 1991 
Address: Head of Administration 
P.OJ3ox 484, 

UNRWA Headquarters Branch, 

Amman - Jordan 



LF.B. No. 
(FLOATING T 


57 - 39-516 

HARVESTERS) 


The Arab Potash Company announces the 
floating of this tender for the supply of two (2) 
carnal IKte harvesters, which will collect the car- 
nallite from the company solar pans system In 
’ Safi/Jordan. 

The manufacturing companies willing to partici- 
pate are invited to obtain the tender documents 
at a non-refundable price of (150 J.D.) from the 
company offices In Shmeisani-Amman before 
the closing date, the noon of Saturday 11/01/ 
1992. 

Three (3) copies of each bid are required and 
each copy to be provided in two (2) separate 
envelopes, one for the technical bid and the 
other for the commercial bid. 

A.Y. Ensour 
Managing Director 
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After the conference 


THERE ARE reasonable grounds for foefing upbeat about the 
res u lts of the Madrid peace c onf erence. For starters, the inta m a- 
tionalcflhntefcamlKftvJfcr conflict resohrtiaii. The recent peace 
accord on Camb o dia is only the latest c a mp l e of this i 
international order. Secondly, the prestige and reputa tio n of 
Wa shing t on is oa the fine after President George Bosh and his 
■dm i w fat ritifln has Jt a point to broker ha latest nraff 
i niti at i v e to resolve the chronic Arab- Israeli a ai its 

With the DJ. presidential elections only «n nHw 
President Bosh needs a victory in his efforts to settle the 
MMdle East conflict, espedafy hi the wake of the dramatic deefiae 
In his national p tpdarfy in recent necks. The U.S. econom y to 
anything but pkkhig ap as once thought and die president cannot 
afford a defeat over the Madrid pule;, especially after investing 
hearty in it Thirdly, the Arab parties have grown sophisticated 
and matnre in playing out the game of negotiations with Israel. 
Gone are the days when the Arab n —wt r bNi can be Muni for 
dcrafltog the re so h rt ionofthePal co t fadan case and the dbpnlm that 
ensued therefrom on the Arab-In-aefi level. There to 
recog ni ti o n now hi the Arab World that their mp fr a tto ns and 
'objectives carat be achieved in one giant leap hot rather through 
a process that fa darable and wcB grounded. In this vein, the art of 
nego tia tio n has been accepted and acknowledged 

on matters that are te co nm qn cn flal to the 
bask afans of the Arab side. Witness m this regard tfaefkxSjtfty of 
the Palestfadan ride on the formal role of the PLO and the oven! 
Acab consent not to sped out la advance afl the fine terms and 
effectives of the peace lafta. Another example of this new Arab 
perspective is their concession not to make irandad folks between 
the varlons stages and topics of the talks even though there to sta a 
conviction in condndlng a comprehensive peace treaty 
with brad that to al encompassing In its « ■ >«*« and mpeds. 

to this regard, one cannot ignore the imtamorphosto h the 
braeH body pofitk. Only a few weeks ago, the bdto of the Israefi 


opinion was sceptical about the viability of the peace efforts 
and less resigned to make any c— cartons for their 


Al of a sodden the fervour of the prospects of peace 
bra Ht the hearts and minds of many Israels aod many fens of 
thonmwto of them took tajhe streets of . Td Aviv recently hi 
snpport of the Madrid peace parley. One can presume t herefo r e 
that the mainstream Israeli perspective to in favour of givfog peace 
admix* as Israels arc also sick and tired of seemingly permanent 
conditions of tendon and armed conffids in the region. Given a 
(francs between Arab lands or peace, maay Israels would 
natnraly opt for the latter. 

Yet there arc atoo logical h—fa few p wrimian. fr fa wt u mii rif tw 

for any negotiations between beffigerents to come to fruition, there 
mnd be at least a semblance of balance fa thefc bargaining powers. 
Adnrf tt rdl y, the Arabs* b a r g aining drips have dhntniifrrd fo r ece nt 
to an al thne low. Neither the Arab state of affairs nor the 
arance of the Soviet bloc from foe int e rn ation al power 
pdkfcs would aagur wefl for the Arab side. Even the 
revelation that Israel possesses no less than three tent 

Immba cannot bnt render the Arab bargainfag position that 

In the logic of things, the Arab parties would be 
expected la make more and more concessions as a reflection of 

tfcrfr Mm Jnt t riw rawrar myinnafly ««> ln ^ n ri«..Jy T 

affairs prompted many observers to ametade that the timing of the 
peace talcs is not favourable to the Arab side and to bound to be 
reflected negatively as the process of negotiations continue in the 
coarse of the months ahead. 

On ba lance , however, the least that could emerge from the 
hupend i u g negotiations fa some kind of respite for the Arab side as 


wefl. The Arab World needs thne to heal the wounds and pick ap 
the pieces. The hrternaflonal cflmatc may change Just as a br uptly 
; it had hi the past few months. Not that the Arab parties wucrid 
forsake any gamine peace tanas if the opportunity presented Bself. 
On the contrary they should seize upon every window of 
oppertmrify to oondnde an honourable peace treaty with Israel 
provided it to just and dm able. But if the worse comes to tin worst, 
I Israeli Intra nsig e nce proved to be impregnable as ever, the 
peace process would create new cowfitioos as it proceeds forward 
during wbkh time the Arab strategic pow er may an- 

meeted and the world scene rectified. 

Our negotiations therefore have a formidable task ahead of 
them. They are nitlflpd tn nwr mpprl and apprecia ti on- By noting 
that the country and Is people are solidly behiad them would 
n at urally boost tbdr deter minati on and sfcflfe to obtain fora! of m 
a more peacefrd era in which pres en t and future 
five with pride and satisfaction. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Raf Arabic daily Sunday called on Jordanians to give attention 
to the real requirements of democracy while also paying attention 
to the ongoing efforts to arrive at peace in the Middle East. The 
paper said national unity is bound to bolster the process bf 
democracy and it is strengthened by social justice. The paper 
referred to the recent price hikes and said they caused disprop- 
ortionate changes in the fabric of society, especially among 
limited and medram-income groups who have been s ufferin g 
under the continued wave of soaring cost of living in the country. 
In the paper's view, the question of the cost of living was 
connected to the peace process because, it said, there can be no 
point in achieving a just and durable peace while the country is 
plagued by chronic issues like citizens being dismissed from their 
jobs for political reasons and soaring prices. 

A columnist in Al Rat Arabic daily voiced strong criticism of the 
g o vern ment's recent measures of hiking prices of essential 
commodities. By doing so, the g ove r nm ent has gone back on a 
pr o mise it gave to Partiament never to increase prices without first 
consulting with Parliament, said Salab Abdul Samad. The writer' 
said that the government could have waited for Paxhament to 
reconvene for its regular session early next month to consult the 
deputies about its p r oc ed u r e s. What is really surprising about the 
move, the writer said, is to see the government raising the prices 
of such basic commodities as cigarettes, tissue paper and sanitary 
tissue, considering that these items as non-essentials, and decreas- 
ing the prices of rare fruits, and nuts that only die vety rich can 
buy. He said that the government foiled to reduce die prices of 
such hem* as cooking oH or sardines, consumed by a majority of 
people in Jordan, thus fo rc in g the limited-income groups to face 
continued waves of soaring prices as their income remains 
unchanged. 


The secret of the Palestinians’ success in Madrid 


By Daoud Kuttab 


THERE is an almost universal consensus that die Palestinian 
delegation to the peace conference in Madrid scored dear 
success. From editorials in the world press to die private praise of 
U.S. officials, mduding Mr. Baker himself, there is agreement 
that the Palestinians came out the winners. Even Henry Kissin- 
ger, not known, for a pro-Arab position, has raid pnbhdy that 
Palestinians did well in Madrid. What are the reasons of this 
success? And why were these pro-PLO Palestinians 
successful than their own PLO leaders? 


more 


— They were new to the rest of die world: 


Shafi and tbe press statements made by Hanan Ashrawi were 
new. They were void of tbe usual rhetoric and ideology that has 
previously resembled official Palestinian statements. Issues were 
dealt with in a dear and unambiguous way . Israeli recognition was 
not conditional and neither were the Palestinian aspirations for 
statehood alongside Israel. The status of Palestinians under 
occupation was mentioned as facts rather than as part of an 
attempt to score propaganda points. Finally the Palestinian 
delegation addressed the Israeli people, praised tbe courage of 
Israeli peace supporters and tried to reach out to their enemies. 


The world knew all the speakers at the Madrid conference 
except the Palestinian speakers and spokespersons. No one was 
surprised at tbe Syrian position or the European position or the 
Egyptian position. They all repeated their well-known p etitio ns . 
The world even knew Arafat and it would have been difficult for 
the PLO. leader to surprise them. The Palestinian delegation from 
the occupied territories was new. Tbe world has known the 
Palestinians as stone throwers and have witnessed their popular 
resistance to the Israeli occupation. But as Edward Said, the 
Palestinian professor at Columbia University, always said, tbe 
world has not heard the Palestinian "narrative.** Now a largely 
unknown group of Palestinians from the occupied territories who 
were approved by the PLO and whom the Israelis couldn’t reject 
were relating that narrative. It was not surp rising that the 
delegates to the conference as well as tbe rest of tbe world were 
listening very carefully to hear what the "people's delegation** 
had to say. 


— They were united: 

A qualitative change has taken place among Palestinian radicals 
and opposition groups, Palestinians are speaking in one tongue 
and without double talk. And instead of the usual incitement and 
thre ats, differences of opinion leading up to die conferen ce and 
during it were expressed in a civilised maimer This 
allowed tbe Palestinian delegates and spokespersons to speak on 
behalf of the majority of Palestinians rather than be guided by the 
lowest denominator of the people — a situation tHay hm in % 

past allowed small groups to have a veto power over tbe wishes of 

the majority. 


qualified, mostly well educated professionals, and had the support 
both of their own community as well as the PLO leadership in 
Tunis. The combination, for example, of Faisal Husseini a n d 
Hanan .Ashrawi is one example. He is from a well-known family 
m Jerusalem whose father was a war hero in 1948 and who has 
spent many years in Israeli jails. She is an articulate Western- 
framed university professor who was quite involved in grassroots 
politics. Similarly, the combination between Dr. Abdul Shafi, a 
respected physician from Gaza, and Sameh Kansan, a hardened 
activist who spent 13 years in Israeli jails, worked very well. While 
Mr. Husseini and Mbs. Ashrawi had a special relationship with 
Mr. Baker, the latter two were the only Palestinians who met with 
President George Bosh when be came to Madrid. 

— They were prowl despite their weakness: 


— They spoke a dfffercnt language: 

Not only (fid tire Palestinians in Madrid speak English 
without too much of an accent, but what they said was also 
different. The Palestinian speeches read by Dr. Haidar Abdul 


— They were both qualified and credible: ^ 

For far too long qualified Palestinians had no credibility among 
tbe Palestinian public and credible Pales tinians were not qualified 
to speak and perform in an international parley. This was often 
tbe case with some PLO officials and with Pales tinians fa the 
occupied territories who had paid the political price of imprison- 
ment and other forms of punishment by tbe Israelis but were 
unable to handle themselves in a press conference or in front of a 
hostile audience. The Palestinian delegation successful and 
creatively combined these two attributes. The delegates were 


Argnabjy tbe weakest delegation at tbe Madrid conference was 
the Palestinians. They were invited to the conference with a host 
of restrictions. They were forced to come to tbe conference fa a 
joint Joidanian-Palestinian delegation. No PLO official was 
allowed to be on the delegation, no one from Jerusalem was to be 
allowed into tbe Royal Palace and they were told that if they said 
the y we re a PLO delegation, the Israelis would walk oat. 
Palestinians had no state, no government, no army, and no 
institution. But they had a just cause and they were not ready to 
throw in tbe towel. They succeeded in turning their weakness into 
strength. Any special status given to them at the conference was 
interpreted as a victory. They received equal time with the rest, 
drove fa motorcades, held their heads high and spoke about the 
only thing they know best — their own problem. Here was a 
group of Palestinians who were speaking for themselves, from 
their own experience with the human and personal passion that 
no one else amid match. No wonder they quickly became the 
(fadings of the inter n at i o n al press. After all the world loves the 
underdog. 


Shamir’s call to Palestinians- a 


licence to perpetuate genocide 

tv nntpH rival riu> Icrulw >4u< nAt - - 


By Abdul Jmd Saleh ty ’ P 01 ^ ** Israclis 

3 notice or did not want to under- 

ISRAELI Prime Minister Yit- stand the "traumas and 
zhak Shamir's excessive "human- tragedies” that befell tbe Palesti- 
ity” expressed fa bis call to the mans. "Tbe reactions and frustra- 
Palestiman Arabs, in the Madrid tions of parents and grownups are 
conference: ..."stop exposing automatically registered upon 
your children to danger by send- children who are 6,7 or 8 and 
fag them to throw bombs and therefore at a loss as to how to 
stones at soldiers and civilians,” deal with this imbalanced rela- 
did not startle or influence any of tranship between their parents 
his audiences. Many people, and the soldiers... Children over 
especially well informed journal- the age of 8 or 9 start realising 
ists and human rights activists, that they can act out against the 
were overwhelmed and bewfl- other party to the conflict be- 
dered. Not because the call cause thy are at tbe age when 
only implies racism, and debnma- they start internalising concepts 
msatkra of tbe Palestinian peo- such as “rights and justice,” he 


pie, but because it implies de- 
mand from thefatemational com- 
munity to acquiesce his perpe- 
tuating his wrongs and crimes of 
tiffing more Palestinian children. 
Regardless of his racist insinua- 
tions — with connotations of 
cowardice and sub-humans pa- 
rents who send tbeir children to 
throw bombs while they stay at 


said. “Children over 12, as Jean 
Piaget argues, can comprehend 
symbols and ideological dimen- 
sions: it is these children to whom 
we refer as *Qrikiren of tbe 
Stones’ in Palestinian society. We 
disagree with Israeli perc ep tions 
that grownups send them out to 
throw stones. They do it because 
they are an integral part of the 


borne, as Israeli spokesmen de- society and they have internalised 

r 4 ora a \lfp CUw wm V ra .11 L» * Ntnrr rwla flui ** 


dare — Mr. Shamir's call is a 
declaration of intent to continue 
his genocide against the Palesti- 
nian people's future — their chil- 
dren. 

Mr. Shamir ’s accusation is a 
big fie. IBs, is a paradigm of lies 
and practices of the same regimes 
which victimised the Jews. To the 
disappointment of the killers of 
young children, a conference was 
held fa Jerusalem in 1988, to 
study the dimensions of psycholo- 
gical effects of state oppression 
during the intifada; it was 
attended by prominent Israeli 
and Palestinian psychologists, 
psychoanalysts, sociologists and 
other academics. Dr. You&anda 
Gempiel, a psychoanalyst and 
lecturer at Tel Aviv Univenaty 
found conclusions with regard to 
state oppression and terror in 
Europe during World War II 
similar to those of tbe Israeli 
occupation and oppres si on of 
young Palestinian children. Dr. 
Gempiel, concluded her lecture 
referring to Codallia Edward 
Sawn’s answer to a question ab- 
out how the mother permitted the 
Nazis to take her daughter to a 
concentration camp, portrayed fa 
her literary work, “A Girl Alight 
is Searching for Fire.” Codallia 
retorted: "tbe real question is not 
how the mother permitted them, 
but bow die world permitted such 
a regime to exist and .flourish and 
develop its power.A 
Dr. Bernard Sabilla, lecturer in 
sociology at Bethlehem Universi- 


con- 


their ode of the conflict,’ 
dudes Dr. SabeDa. 

Zionist writer and Nobel prize 
l a u re ate , Elie Wiesel calls upon 
peoples to change their percep- 
tion of die holocaust: "We should 
not think of 6,000,000 victims as 
die holocaust because that be- 
comes a statistic; we should dunk 
of one small child and of that 
child's death; drat is the bok>-> 
canst.” 

The real question is bow tbe 
Jews everywhere had permitted 
the government and its prime 
minister to adhere to tbe policy of 
killing, maiming, breaking bones, 
gassing, blinding, crippling not 
one small child, as Elie Wiesel 
said, but scores of them, for the 
last four consecutive years. 

This is not a subjective piece of 
propaganda as Deputy Foreign 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
did fa Madrid. Rather it is an 
objective conclusion reached by 
different human rights organisa- 
tions. 

It is enough, we believe, to cite 
part of a field study, singled out 
of many reports, published by 
many human rights associations, 
including Israeli, European and 
American, to prove the genocide 
committed by the Israeli govern- 
ment against Palestinian children. 

Mr. Shamir’s call fa Madrid 
exacerbates our fear that his pur- 
pose, by bringing his point before 
millions of people is to camouf- 
lage his predetermined intent to 
accelerate the genocide with an 



international acquiescence. 

A field study, funded by tbe 
Ford Foundation, done tty tbe 
American "Save the Children 
Organisation” and published by 
the Swedish twin organisation 
Radda Barnen, Swedish Save tbe 
Children, states: “Researchers 
for this report have documented 
indiscriminate beating, tear gas- 
sing and shooting of children at 
home or just outside die bouse, 
playing in the street, sitting in tbe 
classroom or going to the store 
for groceries. Children were also 
beaten, tear-gassed, and shot for 
flashing V-for-Victory signs, 
chanting nationalist slogans, 
taunting and jeering at soldiers, 
doodling Palestinian flags in 
school notebooks, banging flags 
from poles, violating curfew, or 
participating in demonstrations, 
whether stone- throwing or not. 

...Most of the children killed 
by gunfire had been shot in the 
head or neck. Nearly a fifth of tbe 
children suffered multiple gun- 
shot wounds. Twelve per cent 
were shot from behind. Almost 
all of the children shot dead were 
hit by directed — not random or 
ricochet — gunfire; only one 
child was killed by a ricocheting 
bullet Of tbe estimated 50,000 to 
63,000 injured children requiring 
medical treatment fa tbe first two 
years of the intifada, an estimated 
6,500 to 8,500 were wounded by 


gunfire. According to a sample of 
tbe 822 child gunshot injury re- 
cords collected fa the first year, 
over half of tbe children, aged 
three to 15 years, had been shot 
fa the upper body, including the 
bead, or suffered multiple gun- 
shot wounds. Fifteen per cent of 
tbe children who sustained gun- 
shot wounds were aged ten years 
and under. Chfld gunshot injuries 
increased in tbe second half of tbe 
first year by 507 per cent. Tbe 
second full year showed a 491 per 
cent increase over tbe first. Gun- 
shot injuries sustained by chil- 
dren aged ten years and under 
increased by 1,400 per cent fa the 
second year. ...Nearly a quarter 
of the 159 chfld deaths recorded 
in the first two years of the 
intifada were a result of tear-gas 
exposure. Thousands of other 
children required medical treat- 
ment after exposure to gas. 

....Records were collected for 
7.107 beaten children and thi* 
report estimates that 23,600 to 
29,900 children required medical 
treatment for tbeir beating in- 
juries in tbe first two years of tbe 
intifada. According to a sample 
of tbe 3,460 records studied fa the 
first year, nearly a third of the 
beaten children were aged ten 
years and under; one fifth of 
these young children were aged 
five and under. Over four fifths of 
die children requiring treatment 


had been beaten on tbeir beads 
and upper bodies and at multiple 
locations. Hospital records show 
that children suffered a disprop- 
ortionate number of the total 
number of serious (head/neck) 
beating injuries treated. Nearly a . 
third of the children sustained 
broken bones, including multiple 
fractures. 


national and humanitarian law, 
but was found to provide soldiers 
with tbe opportunity for further 
punishment. 

...The army has made various 
claims: it has rejected responsibil- 
ity for tbe deaths of some chil- 
dren shot dead by soldiers; re- 
ported in many cases that soldiers 
were "forced” to open fire on 
children who were said to have 
endangered tbe soldiers' lives, 
while simultaneously insisting 
that soldiers are not permitted to 
shoot at children under any cir- 
cumstances; claimed that children 
have been shot "by mistake” 
after having been thrust into tbe 
front line by adults and even 
parents; denied that tear-gas has 
killed children; and asserted that 
shot and beaten dnkiren^fe "ex- 
ceptional” cases . These official 
accounts, which are compared 
with tins report’s research find- 
ings below and in the text, could 
not be substantiated. They con- 
tradict indisputable facts, such as 
tiie number and content of child 
medical 'records; are often 
seriously at variance with soldier 
accounts of both specific inci- 
dents and the prevailing atmos- 
phere; are often implausible; and 
appear not to have been based 
upon inquiry. This raises the se- 
rious questions about tbe credi- 
bility of official reports.” 

Whose is the responsibility for 
permitting this horrendous distor- 
tion of history which has been 
going without serious attempt to 
diffuse the truth? Who is re- 
sponsible for permitting the 
Israeli distortion of collective des- 
truction of 470 Palestinian vil- 
lages and towns as the “purity of 
Israeli arms”; the oppressive 
occupation as the “benign admi- 
nistration of the territories”; the 
characterisation of legitimate re- 
sistance to occupation, stipulated 
by the United Nations Quarter, as 
terrorism? The call is not 


Research found that assistance 
to die injured and (tying children 
was provided by the army in only 
two of tbe 93 documented cases 
in which medical care was sought. 

Nearly two fifths of all fatally 
injured children seeking 
emergency medical treatment 
were obstructed or delayed by 
direct military interference, 
shooting, or cuifew. In over four 

fifths of the gunshot cases in --- -»• 

which the mortally wounded child humane, nor is it an invitation for 
sought emergency treatment, ac- a P eac efnl and just settlement of 
cess to medical care was ob- *e conflict; rather it is a call of 
structed or delayed by the army, i (reco nciliation T perpetuating 
In nearly a fifth of these cues, v ^ ron ^ s and crimes, coming out of 
the wounded child was taken into tribal, and the exdn- 

detention and (fled in military s ^ t y of excessive myths, 
custody. Field investigations re- 
vealed that injured children were Abdul Jawad Saleh is the de- 
almost never provided with ported mayor of Al Birch. He 

prompt and proper care and eva- also served in the PLO Executive 
relation jo the hospital by sol- Committee. He is a researcher 
(Hera. Obstruction of access to and lecturer on topics related to 
medical care was frequent Se- Palestinian affairs. He contri- 
:nous mjury not raly failed to buted the above article to tbe 
confer immunity, as under inter- Jordan Times. 




In Moscow, a Mideast peace conference that worked 

rei Shoumikhin Well, thic ma nra . 


By Andrei Sho rnirikhm 
and Steven L. Spiegel 


LOS ANGELES — Imagine a 
Middle East peace con fe re n ce in 
which tough proponents of the 
Arab and Israeli causes find 
themselves transformed by meet- 
ings with one other. What if they 
are soon enjoying cordial dinners 
and kissing each other on the 
cheek — developing ties they did 
not think were possible? 

Picture a conference where a 
former radical Palestinian says at 
a dosing dinner: “I have learned 

so modi. I need to lean much 
more.” And an Israeli rightist 
comments, with team in bis eyes, 
“The Arabs and Israelis under- 
stand the Middle East, not you 
Americans and Soviets." 

You don’t believe it? 


Well, this did not happen in 
Madrid, but it did occur fa Mot- 
cow a week ago when Arab, 
Israeli, Western and Soviet ex- 
perts met under tbe auspices of 
tbe Institute on Global Conflict 
and Cooperation of tbe Universi- 
ty of California and the U.S.- 
Canada Institute in Moscow to 
di s c u ss Middle East initiatives. 

We were tbe meeting’s co- 
chairmen. There were no idealists 
at these sessions, which consisted 
not of official negotiators but of 
.•scholars simulating peace »*nrc 
In Palestfaian-Israeli and Syrian- 
Israeli dialogues, the disagree- 
ments sounded like debates of 
government officials. But tbe 
chemistry worked and incredible 
events followed. 

Because the Soviet and Amer- 
icas sponsors were in complete 


agreement, tbeir cooperation was 
contagious for both Arabs and 
Israelis. 

The Arabs and Israelis were 
forced to communicate in ways 
impossible during tbe cold war, 
when it was tempti n g to play 
Washington and Moscow against 
each other. 

The experts in Moscow agreed 
the new Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess should begin with a declar- 
ation of principles on procedures, 
covering matters such as the com- 
mitment to negotiate continuous- 
ly and to deal in good faith. They 
stressed that once agreement was 
reached on procedures ftamM 
create a precedent for later 
accords, averting the need to start 
all over again. 

Arab delegates argued in 
effect: “Don’t insult us. Don’t 


just deal as Americans and 
Israelis always do with only tech- 
nicalities or tactics.” 

To take advantage of die early 
positive atmosphere, participants 
were encouraged to ta ke on diffi- 
cult issues such as arms control, 
economic cooperation and nego- 
tiating procedures. 

Then tbe shocks began. The* 
Arabs and Isrelis took a common 
approach on specific issues and 
opposed the stands of the exeat 
powers. 

For example, tbe Middle East 
PMtwpants argued that foreign 
aid war critical to the peace pn> 
cess and that economic reforms 
OMW 001 ^ Pressed too strongly 
during tbe delicate adjustment 
pmiod -- positions at odds with 
U.5., European and Soviet 


view. Middle East players also 
voiced support for a morat ori um 
on arms shipments and new arms 
sales to tbeir region for tbe dura- 
tion of the talk 

All participants agreed fluff 
talks could succeed only if diffi- 
cult issues such as nuclear 
weapons, the status of Jerusalem 
and the Palestine Libertion Orga- 
nisation's role were deferred until 
agreements had been reached on 
other matters. 

Are these meetings relevant to 

Madrid.? 

Yes, because they were 
attended .by former generals and 
diplomats, well-placed academics 
and journalists with close ties to 
their g o v ernm ents. The Moscow 
sessions demonstrated that good 
faith, good cheer, good will and 

work op practical issues can make 


a difference. 

Most participants entered the 
Moscow meeting sceptical, about 
the success of the Madrid confer- 
ence. Yet despite continued dis- . 
agreement, most left Moscow at 
least somewhat more o p t imis tic . 

An Arab admitted he had nev- 
er previously understood the vari- 
ety of Israeli views; he had always 
thought amply of rate Israel. 

An Israeli hard-liner com- 
mented: “Hot is a scary-confer- 
ence; die Arabs are so likeable.” 


Mr. Sh oamikhiq is director of 
regional studies for foe U.S.- 
Canada Institute in Moscow. Mr. 
Spiegel is pmfessor-of political 
scien ce at the Uni ve r si ty of CaS- 
fonti a, Los Angeles. They contri- 
buted tins comment to Jbe New 
York Times. 
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Negotiators get jubilant welcome 


(Curtailed from page 1) 

poshed through photographers to 
img faer tearful mother when the 
boa stopped at a checkpoint. 

“Tin overwhelmed, absolutely 
overwhelmed. It’s a grand home* 
co ming ,^ said Dr. Ashrawi, who 
. e oaprais c for her eloquou pre- 
sentation of the Palestinian rerosf- 
i.ip MadnL 

“After Madrid we have to start 
a new ph ase. We have to end the 
occ u pat io n and start looking at 
people as equal human beings,” 
she said. 

“In Madrid they wanted to 

impose conditions to make os 

appear' as representatives of 
something less than a people,”’ 
Mr. Hnssdm said in Jenmalem. 

“But we achieved the unity of 
the Palestinian people,” he told 
the crowd. 

The Palestinia ns atten ded the. 
talks in a joint delegation with 
Jordan to tircnmvent Israel’s re- 
fusal to deal with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO). 

The team which met the 
braefis was led by Gaza doctor 
Haidar Abdul Shad who was 
greeted by 5,000 supporters with 
olive branches when be returned 
to Gaza City. 

Delegate Ghaasan A1 Khatib 
said he expected the next round, in 
which Israel w31 hold separate 
talks with Syria, Lebanon and the 
Jordaman-Palestiman delegation, 
to take place from Nov. 20 to 25. 

“Our formal position is that 
these talks should stay in Madrid 
but we are willing to discuss any 
other compromise if it fits with 
our position,” be told reporters. 
Israel wants the talks to alternate 
between the Jewish state and 
Arab countries. 

The United States favours 
' Washington as a venae, bat Dr. 
75 Ashrawi said on Saturday Paksti- 
* mans would only agree if tire 
United States improved relations 
a ^ with the PLO and gave them the 
■ chance to respond to the Jewish 
& lobby and Congress. 


“We are now preparing for the 
coming stage, our tactic s ***rf 
agenda are going to be declared 
at tiie right time and place,” Mr. 
Khatib said. “We are preparing 
at tiie strategic political level and 
at the technical level.” 


Kaddoumi 

(Co ntinued from page 1) 
Progressive Front leadership 
“condemned Israel’s attempts to 
obstruct the peace conference by 
manoeuvring and avoiding dis- 
cussing the essential issues upon 
which the conference was bekl," 
one official said. 

Syria wanted to discuss Israeli 
withdrawal from the .occupied 
Arab territories at the face-to- 
face talks with Israel. Israel was 
interested in recognition through 
normal relations. 

The meeting of the National 
Progressive Front Saturday night 
said the aim of Syria’s position 
was to serve the interests of the 
Arab Nation. 

The front is dominated by the 
Baath Party of President Hafez 
A1 Assad. 

Gulf diplomats said most Arab 
states will attend the multilateral 
stage of the Middle East peace 
negotiations with Israel that is 
widely expected to be boycotted 
by Syria. 

“They are going with Syria or 
without her,” one diplomat said. 

Damascus has told U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker, 
architect of the Madrid peace 
conference, it would not enter the 
regional talks unless Israel 
showed a willingness to withdraw 
from occupied Arab land, includ- 
ing Syria’s Golan Heights. 

The next, negotiating phase is 
supposed to bring Israel together 
with other states in the region to 
discuss issues such as arms con- 
trol, water resources and econo- 
mic development and is viewed 
by Washington as an essential 
ingredient for peace. 


Chechens 

(CbutHiaed from page 1) 
sian president in the same power- 
less situation that faced Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev in 
his attempts to solve ethnic con- 
flicts. 

In a related development, the 
Soviet jetliner hijacked Saturday 
by Chechen-fagush men returned 


to the region's capital, Grozny, 
after it was flown to Ankara, 
Turkey, to protest Mr. Yeltsin's 
decree. 

All but one of the 171 passen- 
gera and crew were released un- 
harmed, the Soviet news agency 
TASS reported. Authorities were 
investigating the incident, but the 
hijackers' exact whereabouts 
were not dear. 


Minister to review new tax 


(Continued from page 1} 
several other me m bers of the 
80-man Lower House of Par- 
liament had extended moral 
support and pledged to raise 
the industrialists' complaint 
when Parliament convenes in 
December. 

Sheikh Abu Zant, a fiery 
orator who linked the indus- 
triafists’ grievances with the 
Western-led coalition’s war 
against Iraq and the ongoing 
Middle East peace process, 
suggested that a committee 
be set up of industrialists and 
Parliament members to pr e ss 
the campaign against the con- 
sumer tax as weH as other 
issues conc e r nin g Jordanian 
industries. 

A representative group of 
the businessmen Saturday dc- 
hvered a petition to Prime 
Minister Masri, outlining the 
problems caused by the new 
tax and collection system and 
urging him to reconsider die 
derision. 

Even if there was no way 
out of the consumer tax, the 
industrialists are to continue 
to press their opposition to 
what one of them called a set 
of “draconian measures” by 
the government to collect the 
tax. 

“How can we accept that a 
government employee con- 
trols life at our factory?” 
asked Abdul Karim ZaUoum. 
According to the measures, a 
government employee will be 
stationed at the various in- 
dustrial units whose produc- 
tion is covered under the 


consumer tax. The official 
wifl cany one key to the 
factory, which will have a 
two-key lock, and ensure that 
no products leave the premis- 
es without the manufacturer 
paying the cons um er tax. # 

Factories which produce 
non-taxable as well as taxable 
goods should separate the 
manufacturing units. 

“In essence it means that if 
the government customs offi- 
cial is not well and cannot 
attend hi s duties then we 
have to stop work at the 
factory,” said Mr. Zal- 
loum. “If I would like to 
carry a packet of sweets 
home to my children then I 
have to account for it to the 
g o v ernm ent employee. Isn't 
this ridiculous?” jtsked the 
businessman in summarising 
the sentiments of the"250 or 
so industrialists gathered 
Saturday. 

Among other measures in- 
cluded in the collection sys- 
tem in a stipulation that the 
factory should provide a bank 
guarantee to the gov ernm ent 
that the due tax will be remit- 
ted to the treasury if any 
goods originally destined for 
exports are sold locally. 

Mr. Jardaneh indicated 
that the government was also 
willing to efisems the entire 
issue. “The mechanism to 
collect the, consumer tax can 
also be discussed,” he said. 
“We will not do anything 
winch is the interests 
of Jo rdanian industries.” 
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Satellite Commnmcatkais Specialist 
Ex-Director, ARABSAT Ground Control Network 


Hal Hasson Bldg. (1st floor) 
Jabal Al Welbdeh 
P.O-Box 1592 
Tel: 614128/663413 
Fa oc 614128 
Amman - Jordan 


Rue Da L’Assomptlon - 81 
TeL: 40677500 
45253821 
Fax: 48677510 
Paris 18“ 

France 




The first establishment Jn the Arab World 
exclusively specialising' in various aspects 
of Satellite Communications Engmeering:- 

1- Satellite TV (Transmit A Receive). 

2- Satellite Telephone Networks. 

3- Satellite Radio Broadcasting. 

4- Satellite Data Networks. 

5- VSAT-s. 

6- Portable Satellite Systems. 


New clinic 
in Deir Alla 

DEER ALLA (Petra) — Health 
Minister Mamdouh A1 Abbadi 
toured a number of regions in the 
Irbid and Bani Kmaneh region 
and the n o rt h e r n Jordan Valley 
areas. 

At the Dear ADa district town 
of Maiddi, the minister opened a 
health department and heard 
from the director of health ser- 
vices about the situation in die 
region, which is inhabited by 
45,000 people. 

Dr. Abbadi met the heads of 
local councils and local residents 
and discussed Health Ministry 
programm es. Hie said that the 
Maiddi comprehensive health 
centre will be transformed into a 

hospital in the coming few 
months. 

• Among the mam problems fac- 
ing the Health Ministry is to find 
reliable cadres of doctors, spe- 
cialists and nurses. 


Minis try role in care for disabled examined 


AMMAN (Petra) — A sympo- 
sium on the role of the Health 
Ministry in providing care for the 
disabled organised by the Queen 
Alia Jordan Social Welfare 

Fund’s Special Education Section 

was held here Sunday. 

Addressing the symposium, the 
Ministry erf Health’s secretary 
general, Adnan Abbas, said bis 
minist ry directs special attention 
to the handicapped and deals 
with them as full-fledged citizens - 
who have the right to be looked 
after. Dr. Abbas said that the 
min i str y focuses on the preven- 
tive aspect of disability for huma- 
nitarian consideration and seeks, 
through its various programmes, 
to prevent disabilities by the early 
detection of cases. 

He called for streamlining all 
efforts in the areas of health, 
education and social services in 
order to provide the best services 
for the handicapped. He noted 


that the ultimate goal the ministry 
seeks to achieve is to integrate 
the disabled into society and to 
ensure their active participation 
in die social and economic life of 
their communities. 

Also addressing the symposium 
was' director of the Early Disabil- 
ity Diagnosis Centre, Usama 
Badran, who reviewed the ser- 
vices provided by die Health 
Minis try. Dr. Badran noted in 
particular die performance of the 
national immunisation program- 
me, saying that this programme 
has ensured 94 per cent im- 
munization coverage against child 

diseases. He added that the 
ministry was considering a prop- 
osal for indudmg die rubella 
• (genua measles) vaccine in the 
national program- 

me. 

Dr. Badran also said that the 
ministry had established 220 


Maternal and Child Health 
(MCH) centres throughout Jor- 
dan, thus Governing one third of 
the target group. He also said • 
that the school health teams cov- , 
er 97 per cent of school students 
throughout the country. He 
noted that these teams have de- . 
tected 6,541 cases of disability. 

. The director of the Ministry’s 
Health Insurance Department 
said that' the minist r y provides 
free insurance cards for 

! every eligible family with an in- 
txxoae of less than JD 600. The 
number of those covered by this 
scheme is 120,000. Dr. Khatib 
noted that the law cm the disabled 
recommends that free medical . 
insurance be provided to the sev- 
erely handicapped. 

He added that some disabled 
persons can work and earn their 
living and as much are not enti- 
tled to get such free cards. 



Mercedes-Benz 


PASSENGER CAR 


TEST WEEK 
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A car engineer from Mercedes-Benz AG 
Germany will supervise our special Passenger 
car inspection team. 

We will make a thorough check of your 
Mercedes "FREE OF CHARGE" including headlamp 
adjustment. The whole operation lasts only 30 
minutes. 

Afterwards, we can tell you ‘what needs to be 
repaired on your car. It is your decission 
whether this work should be carried out. 

Please call 732 410 

For an appointment convenient to you 



T. Gargour and fils 

“TRUST” Since 1928 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW/WS CHOOSE 
TW RELIABLE 


PACKING, AW FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

BfehJEL. 804676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 




f Many villas and apartmentej 
are available for rent andP 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

Also many Jots of land arel 

t available for sate. f 

it further details, please 

- . call 1 

bdonu Real 


Ntel. >18685,81068% 
ax: 81852*4: 
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The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
-In Jordan 

istCbde. Jabal Amman. near 
Ahfyyah Girts School 

1«aiMybnrtbU* 

Vpen daily 12:00-3:30 

• pju. 

: 630-Stidnight 

L T*L63896$ 




STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:* 

• JUMBO photo 

30% 


13 x fScoi 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


1 LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 



a 
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CROWN fl 
INT’L EST. I 
Packing, shipping, || 
forwarding, storage, ™ 
clearing, door-to-door || 
service ~ fi 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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Saturday SHOOTER NIGHT 
Sunday COCKTAIL NIGHT 
-njMday WINE & CHEESE 
Wadneaday LADIES NIGHT 
Friday CASUAL &. DARTS 
819564 - Abdoun 

=E I 


' CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

6:30 -Midnight y 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
SkHfed Chinese Chefs 

| Open IL30-3JO A &00-U20 dmty\ 


Wadi Saqra Road 

near Philadelphia Hotel 

|T«L 681922, Amman 
Anar Tested ' 



The First Class Hotel in j 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room— 1 


i>ai;wtel 
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Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


DAILY BUSINESSMAN'S LUNCH 


The Philadelphia 


MnMitMi. 


For Res. CaU 663100 Ext. 113 . 


Soup of the Day 
Salad Bar 

Grilled. Filet Mignon 
with potatoes and vegetables 
Dessert , Coffee Or Tea 

Frier JJJ&BBO 
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Ito beats Yamaguchi in 
figure ska ting competition 


ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 
— Midori Ito of Japan completed 
six triple jumps including an im- 
' pro vised one in the last 10 
seconds to overtake world cham- 
pion Kristi Yamaguchi and win 
the Lalique trophy Saturday, a 
winter Olympic prep event. 

Yamaguchi, who led a Amer- 
ican medal sweep at March’s 
.World Championships in 
Munich, Germany, led after the 
original programme but fell once 
during bier free skate portion — 
.performed to Spanish music and 
which counts for two- third of the 
; final score — and finished 
second. 

Later Saturday, three-time 
world champion Kurt Browning 
of Canada rallied to win the 
men's event, beating Soviet 
Viacbeslav Zagorodniuk. 

Ito received a perfect mark of 
6.0 from one of the nine jndges 
for technical merit. Her program- 
me, which received marks rang- 
ing from 5.7 to 5.9, included a 
very difficult triple axel-double 
toe loop combination. 

“Today’s performance was 
only about 70 per cent of what 1 
was trying for," Ito said. “I still 


hope to improve my combination 
triple jumps.” 

Nancy Kerrigan of the United 
States was third, duplicating her 
finish at the World Championship 
when she finished behind Yama- 
gnchi and Tonya Harding, who 
was not entered here. 

“I think I was placed where I 
should have been,” Yamaguchi 
said. “There were a couple of 
mistakes that should not have 
been there.” 

"I am happy with my perform- 
ance,” she said. “If it as good 
enough for a silver medal here, it 
was OK.” 

Ito's World Championship 
hopes were set back when she 
bruised her ribs and fell over a 
board in two separate accidents in 
Munich. 

“After my bitter experience in 
the World Championships I had 
to change the position of my 
jumps,” Ito said. 

Alexei Urmanov won the 
men’s free skate, but it was His 
Browning who was able to skate 
well enough to overtake Zagor- 
odmuk, who won Friday’s origin- 
al programme. 

Urmanov completed a clean 
quadruple jump and a fine triple 


axel in his programme giving him 
third overall. 

Browning followed bis second- 
best Friday routine with another 
second-best performance, good 
enough for victory. He was not 
spectacular, skating a conserva- 
tive long programme Saturday 
with just two triple jumps. 

Urmanov completed five tri- 
ples and the quad. 

The Canadian showed the re- 
sults of a back problem, brought 
on by an ankle injury. 

Several of 1 he top men did not 
compete in the weekend competi- 
tion due to injury. 

Viktor Petrenko of Soviet Un- 
ion, twice second to Browning, 
was absent with a foot problem as 
was American champion Todd 
Eldredge, who won a bronze 
medal at the World Cham- 
pionships. 

Soviets Angelika Krylova and 
Vla dimir Fedorov gained the 
second Soviet gold medal by win- 
ning the ice dance event earlier 
Saturday. Dominique Yvon and 
Frederic Palluel of France were 
second and Katerina Mrazova 
and Martin Simecek of Czechos- 
lovakia took third. 


Frankfurt hangs on to lead in Bundesliga 


BONN (R) — Ghana interna- 
tional Anthony Yeboah struck a 
late equaliser to enable Eintracht 
Frankfurt to draw 1-1 against 
Karlsnxhe and stay top of the 
German soccer first division. 

Striker Yeboah equalised in 
the 83rd minute aftter Burkhard 
Reich stunned the Eintracht 
crowd by thrusting the visitors 
ahead in the 50th minute. 

“The team tried everything to 
break through Karlsruhe’s wall of 
defence," Frankfurt coach Dra- 
goslav Stepanovic said. “But to- 
Iday nothing worked. In the end 
.we bad to be content with one 
point.” 


The draw left Frankfurt, still 
looking shaky after being knock- 
ed out of the UEFA Cup Bel- 
gians Ghent in midweek, on 23 
points — one ahead of second- 
placed Kaiserslautern. 

Defending champions Kaisers- 
lautern bounced back from their 
European Cup exit at the hands 
of Barcelona Wednesday by dis- 
patching Hansa Rostock 3-0. 

Stefan Knntz put Kaiserslautern! 
in front after 31 minutes and 
fellow striker Demir Hotic ex- 
tended the lead in the 62nd mi- 
nute. Midfielder Uwe Scbeer 
completed the tally two minutes 
from time. 


V FB S tuttgart, also beaten in 
the UEFA Cup three days ago, 
lost 1-0 to Borussia Moencheng- 
ladbach and are third in the 
standings, three points off die 
pace. 

Bayern Munich’s ailing for- 
tunes continued as they squan- 
dered a chance of two points 
against Bayer Leverkusen. 

Striker Bruno Labbadia scored 
twice in die first half to give die 
Bavarians a 2-0 lead, only for the 
visitors to equalise through golds 
by midfielder Marcus Happe in 
the 60th minute and defend Mar- 
tin Kree 10 minutes later. 


Seles, 

Navratilova 
to meet in 
Oakland final 

OAKLAND, California (AP) — 
Displaying contrasting styles, 
top^eeded and top-ranked Moni- 
ca Seles and No. 2 seed Martina 
Navratilova advanced into the 
Viigima Slims of California fin- 
als, setting up a repeat of last 
year’s tide match. 

Seles, who turns 18 next 
month, defeated No. 3 seed 
Manucia Maleeva Fragmerc of 
Switzerland 6-2, 6-1 in another 
awesome display of unrelenting 
baseline firepower that has no 
equal in women’s tennis. 

Navratilova handfly defeated 
Lori McNeil of the United States 
6-3, 6-2 to reach her fourth con- 
secutive final on the tour. 

Last year, Seles beat a pained 
Navratilova in straight sets and 
shortly thereafter Navratilova 
underwent knee surgery. Seles 
wem on to become No. 1 in the 
world in March 1991, a spot she 
has surrendered only briefly since 
to Germany’s Steffi Graf. 

This year, Seles has lost only 
five matches, but one was against 
Navratilova earlier in the year. 
Seles has won their last two en- 
counters. 

Seles, a Yugoslav who lives in 
the United States, beat the 10th- 
ranked Maleeva Fragniere in 55 1 
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Martina Navratilova 

said. “Bat I feel the pressure 
more playing against people I 


minutes. She broke the hard- should beat-" 
serving native of Bulgaria at 1-all ^ ber last three finals, she has 
in the first set with deep, corner ^1 P*®* to Seles, including ooce 
to comer shots. Maleeva Frag- “ * e U.S. Open, and once to 


Gordon’s double starts to repay Rangers 


LONDON (Agencies) — Dale 
Gordon quickly repaid part of his 
£1.2 milli on ($2.1 million) trans- 
fer fee when be scored twice in 
Glasgow Rangers' 5-0 thrashing 
of Dunfermline in his Scottish 
premier division debut Saturday. 

The former Norwich midfielder 
also laid on two other goals, 
setting up the first with a perfect 
cross to Richard Gough afterOnJy 
five minutes. 

Almost on the half-hour he 
slotted home his first from a 
difficult angle and soon after the 


interval he made a fine run down 
the right before crossing for Mark 
Hateley to ram die ball into the 
net. 

Ally McCoist put Rangers 4-0 
ahead after 61 min utes before 
Gordon scored bis second after 
cleverly finding empty space and 
shooting home from a Hatelely 
cross. 

r -ltkept Rangers well in the hunt 
for the league title but they re- 
main one point behind leaders 
Hearts who squeezed out a 2-1 
home win over St Johnstone, 


Kasparov wins tie-break 
in speed chess tournament 


thanks to a last-minute goal by 
former Machester United defen- 
der Graeme Hogg. 

With a draw looking certain, 
Derek Ferguson took, the home 
team’s ninth’s corner of the 
second half, Ian Baird flicked it 
on and Hogg poped up to head 
the ban home-for his first goal for 
Hearts. 

With no matches in the English 
first division because of the 
national side’s European qualifier 
against Poland next Wednesday, 
focus turned on the second divi- 
sion where Cambridge United 
went to die top for the first tune 
in their history. 


mere was also broken in the 16-year-old Anke Huber of Ger- 
seventh game. many. 

In the second set Maleeva But tins time, it was McNeil 
Fragmere’s gr umb led even- who showed the effects of press- 
more. She had 28 unforced errors ure - 

in the match to 14 for Seles and With the players on serves in 
manapwi to get in only 48 per die first set, McNeil served two 
cent of her first serves. straight double faults at 3-4, 

“I couldn't get into a good allowing Navratilova to easily 
rhythm,” Maleeva Fragniere ' 

^v^o^McNie,™ stecca retain 

No. 1,317 for Navratilova, who GAMPTONE DTTALIA, Italy 
added to her own record after (AP) — Maurizio Stecca retained 
surpassing Chris Evert’s previous his World Boxing Organisation 


break and then serve out the set. 

Navratilova maintained her 
attacking momentum and broke 
again in the first game of the 
second set. Another double-fault 
at a crucial time in the fifth game 
allowed Navratilova tc break 
again. Navratilova, who put 78 
per. cent of her first serves into 
play, went on to dose out the 
match in 47 minutes. 

“If s not a matter of working 
on my serve,” McNeil said. “It's 
just mental. It happens the same 
time each match.” 


Stecca retains WBO title 


standard of 1,309 a month agp in 
Milan. 


(WBO) featherweight title Satur- 
day night when British challenger 


Now Navratilova tries to equal Tim Driscol did not answer the 
Evert’s record of 157 tournament bell for the 10th round. 


tides. 

“I know Tm going to break it, 
even I have to play the Virginia 
Slims of Oklahoma,” Navratilova 


The 27-year-old Briton was 
trailing the world champion on 
points and was bleeding from the 
nose and from a cat below his left 


eye when be dedded to not to 
fight to the 10th round. 

However, Stecca’s successful 
tide defence in this Italian en- 
clave in Swiss territory was less 
than impressive. 

The 28-year-old Italian, while 
showing a dear superiority, had 
unexpected problems in getting 
close to the challenger and 
appeared somewhat confused. 


Monaco closes gap on stunned Marseille 


PARIS (R) — Monaco crowned a 
successful week by dosing the 
gap on leaders Marseille in the 
French Soccer League thanks to a 
lucky 1-0 victory over Nantes 
Saturday. 

Monaco, the only French team 


Steve Claridge scored with left in the European Qub com- 


PARIS (R) — World Champion 
Garry Kasparov defeated Soviet 
Alexander Khahfinan in a tie- 
break in the Speed Chess Masters 
Tournament to qualify for the 
quarterfinals. 

. Both 50-minute games ended 
in draws, setting up an 11 -minute 
blitz tie-break in which Kasparov 
was able to smother Khaltfman's 
pieces. 

. invigorated by his performance 
at the Dutch Tilburg tournament 
last week, bis first victory in 1991, 
Kasparov wants to confirm his 
superiority in all kinds of chess, 
riaypieal or fast. 

I “I can win any match,” he told 
reporters before the Paris tourna- 
ment. 

. ' Rising French star Joe! 
Lautier, 18, was earlier edged out 
bp a tense match against world 
number four Evgeny Bareev of 
the Soviet Union. 


Both won playing white but 
Lautier, short of time, made a 
string of mistakes in the tie- 
break. 

The Speed Chess Tournament, 
the tidiest on the chess circuit, 
brought together 16 of the 
world’s best players. 

The west’s top chess player, 
Nigel Short of Great Britain, 
reached the quarterfinals of the 
tournament after beating Michael 
Gurevitcfa of the Soviet Union. 

“I was in some difficulty in tire 
first game,” Short said after tire 
match. 

After salvaging a draw. Short 
won the second game with the 
white pieces, taking his opponent 
by surprise with subtle, unclassk> 
al moves. 

Two 50-minute games make up 
each match, according to the 
knock-out formula. 


seven minutes left to give Cam- 
bridge a 2-1 victory Saturday at 
Ipswich and move his team to the 
top of the second division. 

It is the highest position ever in 
the standings for Cambridge, 
which jcarred the league in 1970 
and was fifthe fourth drviskm as 
recently as tire 1989-1990 season. 

S window, which ted tile divi- 
sion at the start of tire day, lost 
3-2 at Southend and fell to third 
place. 


petitions after a wretched second 
round for France this week, won 
through a 13th minute own goal 
by Thierry Bonalair. 

Marseille, still shocked at their 
etimmation by Sparta Prague in 
tire European Cup Wednesday, 
had to settle for a goalless draw at 
Montpellier. 

The French champions still re- 
tained their lead with 25 points to 
Monaco’s 23. 


“The team showed a lot of 
solidarity today. It was a difficult 
match after the loss in Prague. 
But we must now work harder 
than ever to retain our league 
title,” Marseille’s coach 
Raymond Goethals said. 

Paradoxically, the result was a 
morale booster for last year’s 
European Cup finalists five years 
before a crucial clash against 
Monaco at the Stade Velodrome 
Thursday. 

“It was important not to lose 
since Montpellier were unbeaten 
in 10 matches," England's Chris 
Waddle said. 

Monaco, who beat Sweden's 
Norrkoping on Tuesday to qual- 
ify for the European Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup quarterfinals, were 


mostly unimpressive against 
Nantes. 

After Bonalair’s own goal, they 
rested on their lead, helped by 
Nantes Jean- Jacques Ey delie, 
who was sent off early in the 
second half. 

But Marseille desperately need 
to win next Thursday’s clash 
against their rivals from the prin- 
cipality. 

In Montpellier, their fans had 
dedded to remain silent through- 
out the match to protest against 
their lacklustre performance in 
Prague. 

Third-placed Paris St. Germain 
were also held to a goalless draw 
at the Parc Des Princes by lowly 
Toulouse. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARUF 
& TAN MAH HIRSCH 

.'Mi Ticun« Mefsa Sonnets lie 


SHOW AND TELL 


- North-South vulnerable. West 
- deals. 

NORTH 

* A J5 

: K Q 8 6 5 
4QJ42 

WEST EAST 

* 7 ♦ 4 

A K Q 10 9 : J 8 64 3 2 
v J 10 7 4 :• A 9 

+ 10 9 6 +8753 

SOUTH 

* K Q 10 98632 

■T' 5 

: 3 2 

* A K 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 T Dbl 4 7 6 + 


Opening lead: King of ‘7 
Si gna li n g is a delicate art. At trick 
one. the opening leader’s partner 
usually first inchoates attitude — a 
high card shows approval of the suit, 
low suggests that the leader search 
for greener pastures. Very few ex- 
perts show count at the first trick 
except against high-level contracts, 
where it might be essential to know 
..whether a second round of the suit 
will live. When dummy shows up 
with a singleton in the suit led. or 
where it is dear that declarer cannot 
hold more chan one card in the suit, 
third hand has the rare opportunity 
for a suit-preference signal. A high 


card in the suit led suggests a switch 
to the higher of the other two plain 
suits: the lowest calls for the lower. 
Any middle card asks for a 
continuation. 

Just how important that can be is 
illustrated by this hand. West took 
advantage of the vulnerability to 
make a light opening bid. North 
doubled (an action we endorse, de- 
spite the fact that a fourth spade 
would have been preferred), and 
East upped the ante with his distri- 
butional holding. As a result South, 
with probably the best hand at the 
table in terms of playing strength, 
had to act with the auction already 
in the stratosphere and no good bid 
available (four no trump would be a 
takeout for the minors, not ace-ask- 
ing). So South elected to blast into 
six spades. In a way. North was too 
strong— had the king-queen of dia- 
monds been the ace. the slam would 
have been virtually laydown. 

The crux of the hand came at the 
very Erst trick. West led the king of 
hearts and East had to convince 
partner to shift to a diamond — any- 
thing else would have been fatal to 
the defense. With the singleton 
heart in dummy, there was no prob- 
lem— East dropped the jack under 
the king, a clear request for a dia- 
mond shift, rather than a chib. West 
duly obliged, and the defenders had 
Lheir two tricks in the bag. Down 

one. 


Aft/TTS MAKWe A SPEECH \ 
FDR THE MAVORANO HES 
PLANTING A7REE IN THE 
ROOK IN MEWORV OF f 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY NOVEMBER 11, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
will be able to stmt a bit this 
morning and afternoon if you feel 
like it and get the praise and 
encouragement you need in order 
to put those big plans into motion. 
Wald) for delays. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are able to see what you can 
do in order to make your down to 
earth dreams come true so be sure 
(hat you do handle material in- 
terests intelligently. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever you have in mind that 
can bring to light the various per- 
sonal ambitions that most power- 
fully impel you can be pot in 
motion now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have many Utile odds and ends to 
do to complete matters already put 
in effect as well as prepare for the 
future by gaining spcdfic dam from 
experts. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is a day for you to be 
with good friends and interesting 
acquaintances as much as possible 
so be sure to get out socially. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Look 
to what you need to do in order to 
please and delight those who have 
it in their power to grant you some 
worldly assistance that you want. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) On this day make sure that you 
get some fresh new uncomplicated 
ideas by which you can extend your 


“Ear nibbling does nof qualify as 
before-dinner munchies!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



Answer here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbte5r - FEVER RUSTY HAWKER CLUMSY 
j Answer What a person who puts afl hte faith in a 

fortune-teller probably is — A ’■SEER" SUCKER 


THE Daily Crossword by Hank Harrington 


ACROSS 
1 Positive pole 
6 Abundant 
10 Party leader^ 

14 Grows as (he 
moon 

15 Slaughter 

1 6 Alms box 

17 Highway ramps 

19 HoHy 

20 Loretta of song 

21 First aid box 

22 Jewel 

23 Roadside eatery 

25 Worked 
underground 

26 Devoid 

30 Pocket bread 

32 On h*gh 

33 isolated rock 

34 "O Sole — 

37 Renege 

40 Australian wrtds 
42 Comic strip 


43 Les Erats — 

45 Enthusiastic 

46 Float 

47 A Gandhi 

46 Caruu's country 
52 Misgivings 

54 Detested 

55 Singer Zadora 

56 Church screen 

60 Trojan war 
name 

61 Leapfrogs lor 
promotion 

64 CA wine valley 

65 Branch angle 

66 Egypt, dam 

67 At that time 

68 Painter Magritte 

69 Connection 

DOWN 

1 MIL truant 

2 Mil. arm 

3 Cart putters 

4 FtJmdom's 
Bruce 

5 Clairvoyance 
letters 

6 Tree exudation 

7 Shoe sections 
6 Adversary 

9 Road curve 


aaaa 

«■■■ 

BBBB 


MMMMMaa BBBBBBB 


aaaaB 


jbbbb 

aaa 


IBBB BBBB BBBBB 


CiHiTran Soroom. me 

« nv40r%Bd 


10 Part of 
Hispaniola 

11 Synthetic fiber 

12 Public luss 

13 Overburdened 
18 Somewhat like 

22 Spruces up 

23 Went around 

24 Puerto — 

26 Ruth 

27 Wings 

23 Music type 
29 Initials of 
Stfhan's wetim 
31 Gr. letter 

34 Wiseman 

35 Bakery worker 

36 Pod vegetable 

38 Actress 
Merkel 

39 Spat 
41 Spotted 
44 Enters 
47 -Dies—' “ 

48 Intone 

49 Hindu ruler 

50 Day's march 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


RRran nrnoci nnnn 
raniraran nrnnn nnnn 
noRoninnnnnnfTnnnn 

dbh npion nonnnn 

finun Hijon 

□nnaun nnMnn 
□nonci nnmn nnn 
nanfTirannranannnofn 
ono nnno RDrann 
Hranacanm nrannnn 
„ nnna nnran 
ranrarann oonn rnrarc 
□□nninifinRnnntnRnn 
□nnn nmon nnrnren 
nninn nnnn mnnn 


51 LBJ for one 
53 Bridal path 

56 Ittifbi Or Ferrer 

57 Alphabet run 
58 Bridges 


69 Sea Nrds 

61 Golf word 

62 Hewing 

. Implement 

63 — Juan 


interests Car beyond their present 
boundaries. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is your time to be as ** *ra 
and particular as possible, where 
the many promises you have wn»d r 
are concerned and you are able 
also to show devotion to attach- 
ment. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You can reach that accord 
with a that has been difficult to 
obtain so get in touch with your 
dose associates and let them know 
your aims. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now you can get 
into those various tasks requiring 
both speed and accuracy that com- 
prise an integral pan of the duties 
you have to do. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is that moment 
for you to be sure to make appoint- 
ments at the entertainments that 
bring you a feeling of happiness 
and enjoyment to all. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you would be 
wise to do that can make your days 
more productive is good even 
though you find that you need to 
show more care with duB drudger- 
ies. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you are able to see for 
yourself what is needed to reduce 
your ideas to a successful issue so 
get busy on the material and prac- 
tical phases of any ideas. 









jBpwjnd 
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Foreign Exchange Market S ummar y 
(November 4 - November 8, 1991) 

AM£*AN Trading remained subdued daring mast erf last week’s 
• jP ™* 8 s q° o ng - DcaSeis avoided establishing new positions in view of 

hek of sobstantive news 
- nems. Th e widd; anticipated Fed interest rate cut finally materialised. 
sarpri ^mg markets m its timing but, nevertheless, leaving a muted 
'■ 3 “ 2? P* 1 ®*®' Th ® U.S. ™“ ended the week marginally Usher 
m ajor ca rrencies. 

Tbc dollar dropped significantly Monday and Tuesday as bearish 
^jMiirraiiiined strong. Although it rallied briefly dnring Tuesday's 

** USSRmi S** face difficulty Urepeying its 
’ yqtera { * e *?* 1 currency soon retreated as negative neatiniB it 

Oyaptwered safe haven buying. Expectations were unanimous on a 

- IKS *T *\ ed » 1,111 (fiver g cd on *e timing issue. The 

dosed Monday at ns lowest against the yea at 12925 yen to the 

Wednesday t ook t he dollar to its lowest dosing levels of the week 
agamst majoT European currencies, as the Fed announced a cut in its 
mreo^t rateb y. 0 - 5 % to 4.50% and die Federal Funds rate by 0.25% to 
4 ~. / 3 % . O cspite b etng factored into prices, the tuning of the Fed's action 
cameu a surprise, arousing suspicions that die Fed might be pamckme 
overthe state of the U.S. economy, hence accentuating an already 
1 negative se n ti m en t . Major U.S. commercial banks followed suit and 
towered their Prime rate by 0.5% to 7.5%. The dollar thus dropped 
.briefly to 1.6280 marks, rebounded on short covering to reach 1.6443 
-marks, bnt then eased again to dose at 1.6363 marks and 1.7755 doDara 
to the pound sterling. 

. Short covering boosted the U.S. unit at the end erf the week, — n-g 

- thc doHar to its highest dosing levels Friday. Observers maintained ih»r 
tecfamcal cogaderations lay behind its rise as most traders waited for it 
to ot her break through resis t ance, or ten through s up por t levels before 
cstab lishm g new positions. Trading, therefore, rematu rd mhAirH tfrf 
U.S. currency breached poth er resistance at 1.65 marks, nor sunoott at 
1.6250 nuuks to the dollar. 

As for th is week, market participants await the release of a nmnh^ ^ 
U.S. economic reports to died mote light on the state of the U.S. 
ceonooiic recovery. While most observers are not optimistic about die 
results, expect at ions, however, point to range trading in of 

1.6250-1.6650 marks, and 130.00-131.20 yen, as support at 1.6250 marks 
is expected to hold. 

York Closing Ratm for Major Carrandex Against tftm 
111 JS. Dollar 


Currency 
Sterling Pound 4 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


1/11/91 

Close 


1.7675 


1.6445 


1.4435 


5.6235 


129.75 


2/11/91 

Close 


1.7647 


1.6465 


1.4535 


5.6295 


130.38 


Percent 

Change 


{0.16%} 


\o.mi 


10.69%) 


10.77*) 


io.m) 


L-SD Per STG 

BnwCwrwey Interest Rates' 


Currency 

muni 

til l/oi. II 

H 

l-Mftolhi % i 

]-\ear i%I 

(•Mtioib <%i 

l-Vur iV 

UA Dollar 

4.93 

5.18 

4.75 

5.06 

Sterling Pound 

10.31 

10.06 

10.37 

10.06 

Deutsche Mark 

8.93 

9.25 

8.87 

9.18 

Swiss Franc 

7.87 

8.18 

7.50 

7.81 

French Franc 

8.93 

9.18 

9.18 

9.18 

Japanese Yen 

6.21 

5.65 

6.2 5 

5.62 


Imrrtiaak bid me* for amotinl. rundiac I S. 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange 


Itafar. I.OWl.iNMor cqojvahrnf. 

Rata BollatSn 

Dotot. . 70/77/97 


Currency; 1 ' 

Bid 

Offer 

UJ5. Dollar 

0M4O 

0.6860 

Sterling Pound 

1.2067 

1.2127 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4152 

0.4173 

Swiss franc 

0.4708 

0.4732 

French Franc 

0.1215 

0.1221] 

Japanese Yen'* 

0.5250 

0.5276 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3685 

0'.3J03 

Swedish Krona 

0.1137 

0.1143 ! 

Kalian Un* 

0.0552 

0.0555 

1 Belgian Franc 

0.02015 

0.02025 

l* hr!M 1 


U.N. oil embargo said 
to cost S. Africa heavily 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Ove r com in g the effects of a U.N. 
oD embargo against Sooth Africa 
has cost that country between $25 
billion and $30 billion during the 
last 12 years, according to a re- 
port by a U.N. monitoring group. 

The group called for the ban to 
be maintained, pending the adop- 
tion of a non-facial democratic 
const i t u tion, saying: “premature 
fitting of the oil embargo would 
be counter-productive for the. 


peaceful process in South Afri- 
ca.” 

The 10-nation mtergov ernm en- 
tal group to monitor the supply 
and shipping of oil and petrotam 
products to South Africa was set 
op by the U.N. General Assem- 
bly in 1986. 

The assembly, whose resolu- 
tions are not mandatory, first 
called for an ofl embargo in 1975 
and strengthened it in subsequent 
.years. 


Brady backs still-lower 
U.S. interest rates 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady has said that he favoured 
still tower interest rates to spur 
the sagging American economy. 

“I think they can continue to 
come down,” Mr., Brady said of 
interest rates on a television news 
programme after the Federal Re- 
serve, the U.S. central bank, cut 
key short-term rates to levels not 
seen since the 1970s. 

Mr. Brady indicated, however, 
that there was “some disagree- 
ment” ou further rate cuts among 
senior economic advisers to Presi- 
dent George Bush. 

“Nobody can say for sure” 
which way the economy, the 
world's biggest, is heading now, 
he said. “But I think that lower 
interest rates, which would mean 
lower home (mortgage) payments 
for Americans and lower credit 
card charges, make sense to me.” 

Asked if he was confident the 
economy would avoid slipping 
back into die recession which 
took bold in July 1990, Mr. Brady 
said nobody ever knew for sure 
which way the economy was 
going “and nobody can say for 
sure now.” 

Hie government said last 
month the U.S. economy grew at 
a 2.4 per cent annual rate in the 
third quarter, technically ending 
a year of recession. 

But subsequent reports on in- 
dustrial production, housing 
starts and new car sales have 
indicated the recovery was falter- 
ing as of last month. 

With the economy slowing and 
political pressure mounting going 


into an election year, the central 
bank Wednesday lowered its 
trend-setting discount rate a half 
a percentage point to 4.5 per 
cent, its lowest level in 18 years. 

Mr. Brady hit out at congres- 
sional Democratic leaders for 
what he called “jawboning the 
economy down.” 

“I cannot understand why it is 
a function of leadership to try and 
remind the people in this country 
of the recession and Herbert 
Hoover,” he said. 

Last week Senate Democratic 
leader George Mitchell of Maine 
compared the economy with the 
bard times under Hoover, who 
was president during the Great 
Depression which followed the 
1929 stock market collapse. 

Governors of various states 
have said recently that the soar- 
ing costs of caring for the poor 
and building new prisons are 
slowing state spending for educa- 
tion and roads despite record tax 
increase. 

State problems are made for 
worse by the lingering recession, 
which is shrinking tax collections, 

a report has said. 

“It’s not exactly a depression, 
but it seems to be worse than the 
normal kind of recession,” said 
Raymond Scheppach, executive 
director of the National Gov- 
ernors’ Association. “If we don’t 
get some kind of recovery in the 
next several months, we are hurt- 
ing.” 

Because governors are becom- 
ing increasingly reluctant to ask 
for tax increases, Mr. Scheppach 


said, the states are likely to cut 
more deeply into spending and 
perhaps to impose new “user 
fees” for specific programmes. 

The governors’ report and a 
companion survey by the Nation- 
al Association of State Budget 
Officers offered this evidence: 

— 30 states reported that tax 
collections in fiscal 199 1, which 
ended on June 30 in most states, 
fell below estimates on which 
their budgets had been based. 
Twenty-nine states had to recon- 
vene their legislatures to cut 
already enacted budgets by a 
cumulative $7.5 billion. 

— General-fund spending, 
which covers most major prog- 
rammes, grew by 4 per cent in 
1991, compared with an average 
of eight per cent per year in the 
1980s. 

— 31 states raised taxes totall- 
ing $15 billion for the current 
fiscal year, more than one-third 
of the increase coming from sales 
taxes. Taxes were raised $10.3 
billion in 26 states in fecal 1991. 

— End-of-year budget ba- 
lances, a sign of state economic 
health, dropped to their lowest 
point since 1983. The balances 
averaged 1.5 per cent of spending 
in 1991; 1.9 per cent is forecast 
for 1992, assuming economic re- 
covery. 

Even after the recession ends, 
Mr. Scheppach said, the costs of 
medicaid — a federal-state prog- 
ramme of medical care for the 
poor — and penal systems are 
likely to continue their rapid 
growth. Those programmes now 
take almost 20 cents of every 



Nicholas Brady 
dollar spent by die states. 

Medicaid spending is driven up 
by federal rules increasing eligi- 
bility for the progr am me, while 
sp endin g for prison construction 
and other corrections projects 
often are mandated by die courts. 

’The share of state spending 
dedicated to medicaid has in- 
creased from 10.2 pa cent to 13.6 
per cent of state budgets during 
the last five years,” Mr. Schep- 
pach said. Costs of the program- 
me have grown at least 20 per 
cent in each of foe last two years. 
Medicaid has replaced higher 
education as the second largest 
state spendmg programme, be- 
hind elementary and secondary 
education. 

As have other economic re- 
ports, the survey found the reces- 
sion has hit hardest in the east. 
But as the period of no growth or 
slow growth continues, foe report 
said, more states win fill the 
panch. 

“Tbe bottom line is that 1992 is 
going to continue to be a very 
difficult year for states — perhaps 
the most difficult in the last de- 
cade,” it concluded. 


Russia plans keeping some price controls 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia plans to 
exempt some basic goods from 
price liberalisation and raise 
domestic oil prices only gradually 
to world market leveis, Russian 
President Boris Yelfsm ,, s chief 
economic adviser said Saturday. 

Yegor Gaidar told a congress 
of Russian democrats that con- 
trols would be lifted on as many 
prices as possible. But he tried to 
allay concerns that poor people 
might be hit by inflation and 
industrial growth would be 
choked by high oil prices. 

“We will have to regulate 
prices for oil and oil product,” he 
said, adding that essential food 
items, transport , communica- 
tions and housing costs would 
also.be controlled. - . 

Mr. Yeltsin announced sweep- 
ing price liberalisation plans as 
part of a major economic reform 
package outlined in a speech last 
mouth. 

Mr. Gaidar said there was a 
wide disparity between Russian 
domestic oil prices and world 
market levels. “If we make a 
transition to world prices for oil 
and its by-products, it will lead to 
an immediate ten-fold or twelve- 
fold increase in the price,” be 
said. 

He said oil prices would be 
brought into line with interna- 
tional prices over a three-year 
period and an export tax would 
be levied during this period to 
make up some of the difference. 

Bread, salt and milk prices 
would be among other goods to 
be controlled, Mr. Gaidar said. 
“That does not mean they (bread 
{vices) will remain the same. 
They will go up in any case, 
because prices for bread are con- 
nected until prices for other pro- 
ducts,” be said. 

Long queues have formed out- 
side bread shops in Moscow and 
other cities in the past few days as 
a result of shortages and in anti- 


cipation of price rises. 

The Russian economist said 
price liberalisation had to be 
accompanied by tax reforms. 
“And tf this does not happen, we 
win eater a period of hyper- 
inflation when no privatisation or 
structural reforms will help,” he 
said. 

Soviet inflation, fuelled by a 
virions circle of wage and price 
increases, has been running at 
two or three per cent a week for 
much of this year and the annual 
rate could top 200 per cent, 
according to official figures. 

Mr. Gaidar called for strict 
control of tbe money supply and 
spending and said the Russian 
parliament was preparing to in- 
troduce a value added tax as a— 
way of supporting the republic’s ... 
budget. 

He opposed widespread inde- 
xation of salaries, which would 
drain state resources at a time of 
high inflation. 

Mr. Yeltsin's decision to free 
prices by the end of the year is 
certain to worsen the standard of 
Irving for most Russians, already 
juggling low salaries with escalat- 
ing costs. 

Russian consumers have been 
edging nearer a free market for 
years under Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s administra- 
tion. Each month, they face in- 1 
elemental price rises while foe 
country slips further into econo- 
mic chaos. 

liberalising prices will drasti- 
cally reduce purchasing power, 
particularly among Russia’s bud- 
ding middle class, officials have 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin has warned that, 
tough times lay ahead. 

“We can’t guarantee that 
everyone’s standard of living will 
be protected,” he said. 

Food, basic consumer goods, 
transport and other items have 
been heavily subsidised for de- 


cades in tbe Soviet Union. 

Boris Pinsker, a liberal Soviet 
economist, said one positive 
aspect to freeing prices was that 
the cost of goods in private mar- 
kets — virtually the curly places to 
buy fruit, vegetables and meat — 
would falL 

He said the move would also 
increase output because produc- 
ers, who have partially cot off 
supplies to the state in favour of 
selling to cooperatives and pri- 
vate enterprises, would once 
again have an incentive to sell to 

the gfWCT TirpRnt - 

Aud this increase in supply 
would ultimately lower prices. 

Mr. Yeltsin painted a dark 
picture of an economy on the 
brink of collapse, withinflation at 
a critical level and 55 per cent of 
families living below foe -poverty 
fine. 

Prices in Moscow reflect the 
economic chaos that has gripped 
the country. 

Sausage costs anything from 
eight to 40 roubles a kilogramme. 
A lemon can cost up to seven 
roubles and raisins sell for up to 
14 roubles a kilogramme. 

One dollar buys 1.70 roubles at 
the inflated commercial rale but 
is now fetching up to 50 roubles 
on the black market 

Consumers are forced to ba- 
lance these prices against meagre 
wages. A language teacher at a 
Moscow uni ver si t y earns 350 rou- 
bles, while a dentist in a state 
rfwric earns a mere 240. 

Mr. Yeltsin did offer some 
hope for tbe lowest earners, 
which include teachers and doc- 
ton. 

He said wages in these two 
professions would be increased 
one month before prices were 
freed. He also said soda! protec- 
tion programmes would be de- 
veloped to help the needy. 

A Soviet mini st er has said the 
economy would shrink again in 
1992 after contracting sharply this 


year and forecasts ranged from a 
“relatively optimistic” five per 
cent dump to a “pessimistic” 14 
per cent. 

TASS news agency quoted 
Fust Deputy Economic Minister 
Alexander Trosbin as saying foe 
worst scenario was possible if 
squabbling over an economic 
cooperation agreement between 
the republics dragged on into the 
second quarter of 1992. 

In that case, gross national 
product (GNP) would decline 14 
per cent, after a projected 12 per 
cent fall in 1991, and unemploy- 
ment could soar from three mo- 
tion to 25 million, according to 
the ec o n o mks ministry's forecast. 

It put next year’s budget deficit 
at 500 bfifibu roubfes($855 When 
at the inflated official rate) in difg 
scenario. 

Mr. Troshin said the “relative- 
ly op timi stic" scenario, depen- 
dent on rapid agreement between 
the republics, would lead to a five 
per cent fall in GNP, four minion 
jobless and a budget deficit of 389 
billion roubles ($665 billion). 

Tins year’s budget deficit was 
forecast at 240 billion roubles 
($410 billion). 


SPECIAL From _ STARS fat TOURISM 

Tours: Amman dgtesmg. Jwash. AJoua 
■ Dm a Sea. Madaba. be. Nabo 
• Desert Castes 

. Petm (Via Kings Way) «*n ovemigM 
In Para 

- Wars Rum & Aqaoa. wam&ii m wad 
Riot 

(in a Dedoutf tent with Arab typical 
dinner <Mansef). 

. Any omar places you rr»Bhr wish to vis* 
in Jordan. Um Onto, Pefla sic. .. . 
Out Going Tours: SYRIA, TURKEY. EGYPT. 

CYPRUS. GREECE 

HdwWlAe lrugH. IK a car. head r asanre 
ten. door to door sonrtce. 

Speaal pricea lor senoob. embS88iee. gratia. 
Far raav, or larthar fc rt cn rato . pta* 


TEL: S27T4B / W141 — FAX: KG141 
TLX; 23W1 Stars Jo. 

Amman — Jordan 


Duty Unpaid 

Ford Tourus LX, 89 model. Titanic colour, full options, in 
excellent condition. 

Pks. call 817626 or 667531 (Nabll) 



Cinema 


COWCOKP 


Tel: 677420 




Adel Imam 
In 



ALZANAT1 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3 JO. 6 : 15 , 8 JO. 10 -J 0 



r Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 



Tel: 675571 

MahH AI — asfaini Tfheatre 




‘SOMERSAULT TIME* PLAY 

Starring ‘Abu Awwad Family’ 

After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Pleats buy your tickets In advance 


A Steven Spielberg Masterpiece 

GREMLINS “2” 

Stows: 1220, 3l30. 6:15. 8 JO. 10:30 p.m. 

'Cinema ' Tel: 625155' 

RAINBOW 


,4 



•Location : Um-Uthainah — suitable for diplomats. 
•Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, central heating, 
newly built. 

•New deluxe furniture. 

Contact tel: 829502 


Diplomatic family seeks full time, live-in maid preferably 
with experience in households with children. 

Please contact Mr. Pierard at 688191 or 826758. 


KHALDOUN CENTRE FOR MAINTENANCE 


Repair of refrigerators and regu- 
lar and full automatic washing 
machines, television and video 
sets, dish washing machines, 
gas ranges and all types of 
electrical appliances. 





Wemsped^MMctmsdea&^wilbirpatml 
Amman-Tiaa AI All, Teh 832248 



Sudanese pound 
hits all-time low 
on rumours of 
further devaluation 


KHARTOUM (R) — The 
Sudanese pound plunged to an 
aU-time low against the dollar 
Sunday on rumours that the In- 
ternational Monetary Fond 
(IMF) wanted a further devalua- 
tion. 

Talks between the government 
and an IMF delegation began in 
Khartoum Saturday and are due 
to end Monday. 

The U.S. dollar fetches 15 
Sudanese pounds on the official 
market but the rate on tbe para- 
llel “commercial investment mar- 
ket” rose to 80 pounds Sunday. 

On die commercial market, 
where almost all im porters obtain 
their hard currency, people with 
dollars in their bank accounts can' 
sell them privately at the best; 
rate on offer. It is legal as long as 
rash does not change hands. 

The government has been 
pleading with businessmen to 
keep foe rate on the commercial 
investment market at 60 pounds. 

On Oct. 7 the Sudanese gov- 
ernment devalued foe pound by 
70 per cent and removed sub- 
sidies on a number of commod- 
ities uidnding sugar, which is 
orach in demand in Sndan. 

The IMF .welcomed the mea- 
sures but economists say it is now 


seeking other steps, indnding a 
cut in government expenditure, 
an end to price controls and a 
further devaluation. 

The g ov ernm ent is likely to 
resist, arguing that the measures 
would farther impoverish the 
Sudanese people, already among 
foe poorest in the world. 

But Sudan badly needs balance 
of payment support from tbe 
fond. An IMF agreement could 
also unlock credits from the inter- 
national community. 

The country owes more than 
$13 billion, about $2 billion of 
them in arrears to the fund itself. 

The IMF has not given Sudan 
credit since 1964, when it de- 
clared Sudan ineligible for loans 
because of the arrears and the 
government’s failure to adopt an 
acceptable reform package. 

The fund declared Sudan bank- 
rupt in 1986 and last year it 
opened the way for its expulsion 
by declaring it uncooperative. 

The government is expected to 
argue that it cannot cut expendi- 
ture because of the war in the 
south, which is costing Khartoum 
more than 11 million pounds 
($730,000) a day. It says the war 
with the southern rebels was 
forced upon it. 


Survey explodes ^ 
Japanese work 
ethic as myth 

SYDNEY (R) — A major survey of attitudes in Europe, the United 
States and Asia has found that Japanese workers feel the most 
dissatisfied with various aspects of employment, particularly their 
wages and working conditions. 

It exploded the myth that Australians have a poor attitude to work 
and foe Japanese foe best, according to Australian Professor Riaz 
Hassan, who prepared foe survey in association with foe Internation- 
al Survey Research Corp orati on of Chicago. 

Workers hi Singapore and Australia tend to be more positive to 
their work environment than their counterparts int he United States, 
Britain, Germany and Japan. 

Professor Hassan said foe study was the largest employee survey of 
its kind. 

It covered nearly 150,000 employees in tbe United States, 96,000 in 
Britain, 30,000 in Geimany, 41,000 in Australia, 3,000 in Singapore 
and 1,000 in Japan. 

“Over foe past 10 years .. the attitudes of employees in Singapore 
have become more positive and they are followed in this respect by 
Australian employees,” Dr. Hassan, professor of sociology at south 
Australia's Flinders University, said. 

“The attitudes of Japanese employees in the same period have 
become significantly less positive, ” he said in a statement released -by 
Flinders University. 

The Japanese survey, though the smallest, was based on a random 
sample and was sufficient to provide a safe comparison, Dr. Hassan 
said. This was backed up fay other data. 

Dr. Hassan, wh o pre sented his findings at a conference of Asia 
Pacific personnel directors in Kuala Lumpur last week, said 90 per 
cent pf Singaporeans frit, their jobs were secure as long as they 
performed well. 

In contrast only 66 per cent of Americans and 64 per cent of British 
workers felt secure. 

In response to the survey’s questions on working conditions, 
Australian and Singaporean employees were more confident that 
their pay was fair compared to others. 

“The U.K. and Japanese employees feel least satisfied about their 
pay, with two out of every three feeling they are underpaid for what 
they do or are not paid frilly compared to others in their company,” 
he pointed out. 

Workers in Si ngap ore and Australia were more satisfied with foe 
operating efficiency of their companies than their counterpart' m 
Japan and the United States. 

International Research Survey Corporation specialises in em- 


mdndes among its clients 650 companies in 45 countries. 

Another survey shows that tbe Japanese are foe world’s thriftiest 
savers, with an average $45,118 (6,063,900 yen) banked per head of 
population in 1990. 

The dollar equivalent represented an increase of almost 10 per cent 
over 1989 but the survey noted that the value cf the yen against tire 
dollar had risen by seven pear cent in the same period. 

Switzerland ranked second with $19,971 (25,762 Swiss francs)' of 
savings per bead in 1990, followed by Denmark with $18,405 
(106,381 crowns) per head. 

Others in the fist of the world’s top 10 savers, covering bank 
account savings only and converted at exchange rates prevaflmg at the 
end of 1990, were: 


Dollar Equivalent 


National Canuacy 


France 

West Germany 

Austria 

Norway 

Belgium 

Si ngap ore 

Netherlands 


517,650 

$17,042 

$16,369 

$15,196 

$15,111 

$14,492 

$14,282 


90,542 French francs 
25392 Deutschmarks 
174,822 Austnrin schillings 
89,808 Danish crowns 
468,152 Belgian francs 
25,216 Singapore doDara 
24,136 Dutch guildeii 


The International Savings Bank Institute which made the survey 
said deposits with nearly 2300 member banks around tbe world 
totalled about $ 3,500 bflfion. 

In a number erf industrialised countries member banks accounted 
for between one-quarter and one-half of total savings and term 
deposits of the hanking sector as a whole, it added. 


CHALET FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, opposite Jordan University. 

One floor: Kitchen, guest bath, dining, large reception. 
Other floor 3 beds, 2 baths, large sitting, kitchen, very 
large well-arranged garden with separate 55 sq.m apart- 
ment' Chalet equipped with: Jaccuzi, tel lines with 
exchange, electric gate, water well. 

To view call 689785 (08:30-1 &30). 
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World News 



Yugoslav navy blasts Dubrovnik; 


Vukovar on the verge of collapse 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Yugoslav navy gunboats shelled 
the besieged Croatian port of 
Dubrovnik Sunday and federal 
'troops intensified their assaults 
on strategic towns in the rebel 
republic. 

Croatian radio said two people 
died in Dubrovnik, where a lux- 
ury hotel was hit. Twenty Croa- 
tian soldiers were killed Saturday 
in fighting which was continuing 
around Kariovac only 50 
kilometres south of Zagreb. 

- In eastern Croatia, defenders 
- of the town of Vukovar on the 
Serbian border warned that it was 
cm the brink of capture by the 
Serb-led federal army after an 
11-week onslaught. 

With Croatia’s military situa- 
tion deteriorating after four 
months of war and a third of its 
territory now controlled by the 
army and Serb guerrillas, the 
republic announced the imposi- 
tion of press censorship. 

It threatened jaii terms of up to 
five years for journalists who 
revealed military secrets. 

Croatian Information Minister 
-Branko Salaj scorned a call by 
Serbia and its allies in the collec- 
tive Yugoslav presidency for the 
deployment of a U.N. 
peacekeeping force between 
-Croats and the Serb minority in 
die republic. 

He described the four-member 
■rump presidency, set up in Octo- 
ber after Croatia and Slovenia 
-.boycotted the body, as “a bunch 
of usurpers.” 


Some 2,500 Croats and an un- 
known number of federal troops 
and Serb guerrillas have died in 
fi ghting aiice Croatia declared its 
independence in June along with 
the neighbouring Republic of 
Slovenia. 

Croatia’s population of 4.5 mil- 
lion includes 600,000 ethnic Serbs 
who oppose independence. 

Reuter correspondent Andrej 
Gustmdc reported bom Dubrov- 
nik that the port was heavily 
bombarded for the third succes- 
sive day after its Croatian defen- 
ders ignored a federal ultimatum 
to surrender. 


residents of Vukovar are believed 
to be trapped in the town, where 
federal forces have fought their 
way to within a few hundred 
metres of the centre. 

Serbia's proposal that U.N. 
troops should be sent to Croatia 
followed the imposition of econo- 
mic sanctions on Yugoslavia by the 
European Community and the 
United States, who also intend to 
seek a U.N. oil embargo against 
the country. 


the fighting which has so far 
spared Dubrovnik’s historic old 
town. 


Two gunboats pounded the 
ctifftop Belvedere Hotel and 
artillery shells rained within 100 
metres of the historic old town. 

Croatian authorities ordered a 
total mobilisation in Dubrovnik, 
where the army said it captured 
one of three hills held by Croa- 
tian militia The hills co mmand 

the port’s defences. 

Zagreb Radio reported that 
Milan Dedakovic, commander of 
the Croatian forces in Vukovar, 
had sent a bitter message to the 
government and warned that the 
town was on the verge of col- 


The rump Yugoslav presidency 
warned that the dvO war in 
Croatia could spread to other 
parts of the country and said 
U.N. troops could form a buffer 
between the warring sides. 

Croatia said it would not allow 
a U.N. deployment along the 
current front lines, where the 
guerrillas and the army have 
seized territory. 

Mr. Salaj said the force would 
have to be stationed on Croatian 
borders as they existed previous- 
ly- 


Its Croatian defenders are de- 
fying a federal ultimatum to sur- 
render and withdraw from 
strategic positions on three hilU 
Zdjko SOdc, president of the 
Dubrovnik City Council, said 
Croatian fences would not lay 
down their arms' despite the in- 
tensity of the attacks by the Serb- 
led federal armed forces. 


He blamed Croatian leaders 
for failing to provide sufficient 
help and added: “If Vukovar 
falls, and if its population 
perishes in a massacre... the cul- 
prit should be sought first in 
Zagreb." 

About 14,000 of the 50,000 


Croatian radio said 20 people 
were hurt in the Dubrovnik bom- 
bardment which began at dawn. 

It reported that 3,000 Yugoslav 
troops were also attacking the 
historic port which has been 
under heavy fire since Friday. 

Eyewitnesses said the Libertas 
Hotel and houses around the 
Argentina Hotel were hit during 
attacks on the port Saturday in 
which gunboats and warplanes 
also took part. 

Many local residents have fled 


Federal forces ordered the 
Croats to withdraw from then- 
three remaining strategic front- 
line positions, the hills of Sidj, 
Bosanka and Nundjato. This 
would leave the city wide open to 
attack. 

Sflric told reporters Saturday: 
“How could we withdraw? We 
would be fools to do so. We have 
told the army we adhere to the 
(latest) ceasefire and are not 
advancing.” 

Shelling Friday night knocked 
out the city’s direct telephone and 
telex links with the outside world. 

In a separate development, the 
Serb minority in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina voted Saturday on 
whether to secede from the ethni- 
cally mixed republic they share 
with Muslims and Croats. 

The Serbs were expected to 
approve secession, which would 
heighten e thnic tensions in the 
republic and in the crumbling 
Yugoslav Federation, which is 
already scarred by violence in 
separatist Croatia. 



The historic port of Dubrovnik in Croatia is stflfl spared from the bombardment by the Yugoslav 


France 


mourns 


death of 


Yves 


Montand 


PARIS (R) — France mourned 
the loss of Yves Montand, one of 
• its smoothest singers, greatest 
actors and most committed poli- 
tical activists, who died suddenly 
of a heart attack Saturday at the 
age of 70. 

Television channels inter- 
rupted prime-time viewing to run 
programmes on Montand's life, 
loves and political causes, span- 
ning half a century of French 
history. 

Montand was taken ill while 
mak i ng a film with French direc- 
tor Jean-Jacques Beineix in a 
Paris suburb and was rushed to a 
nearby hospital, French Radio 
said. 

His body was to be taken to his 
home at Paris’ Tranquil Place 
Dauphine on the central He de la 
Cite. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
expressed his sorrow and sent 
condolences to Montand’s family. 

“I learned with great emotion of 
the sodden death of Yves Mon- 
tand. With him, the voice of a 
great artist has been exting- 
uished, and the talent of one of 
die greatest actors of our era 
disappers,” Mr. Mitterrand said. 

-Brilliant in both comedy and 
drama, Montand worked with the 
world’s top film directors, includ- 
ing Vincente Mmelti, Jean-Luc 
Godard, Constantine Costa-Gav- 
ras and George Cukor. 

But be was most loved for his 
smooth voice, flavoured with 
Mediterranean sensuality. 

French radio stations inter- 
rupted regular programmes to 
play some of Montand’s best- 
known songs, including romantic 
Les Feuilles Meries (Autumn 
Leaves) and Les Gamines De 
Paris (The Urchins Of Paris). 

In some 40 films — French 
classics or Hollywood dramas — 
his roles ranged from adolescent 
lover to retired detective. 

But his most memorable screen 
performances were in political 
films like Costa-Gavras’ prize- 
winning film Z, about the death 
of a left-wing Greek leader in the 
era of the colonels, or in L’Aveu 
(The Confession), alien he lost 
12 kilogrammes (27 pounds) to 
play an imprisoned Czech leader 
accused of treason. 

He and his first wife, the late 
actress Simone Sjgnoret, pro- 
voked controv e rsy with their out- 
spoken left-wing views, agitating 
for political causes and flirting 
with communism in die 1950s and 
.1960s. Montand pr o t es ted public- 
ly against the hardline Soviet 
coup attempt in August. 

Montand and Signoret, mar- 
ried in 1951, were France’s most 
adored couple until his affair with 
American actress Marilyn Mon- 
roe during the filming of Let’s 
Make Love in 1960. Their mar - 
riage survived, but Signoret died 
of cancer in 1985. 

Culture Minister Jack Lang 
said Saturday be was "shaken, 
pained and very moved” at Mon- 
tand’s death. 

Montand leaves behind his 
second wife Carole Amid and 
their three-year-old son Valentin. 


U.N. troops, Japanese 
envoy arrive in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — The 
first contingent of United Nations 
troops arrived Sunday in Cambo- 
dia to help keep the peace after 
nearly 10 yean of bloody civil 
war. 

Thirty-seven Australian sol- 
diers, wearing blue U.N. berets 
and each armed with a dagger 
and a pistol, arrived aboard two 
C-130 transport planes loaded 
with tonnes of communications 
equipment. 

Earlier in the day, Japan's new 
ambassador to Cambodia arrived 
in Phnom Penh as the first in a 
series of envoys from several ma- 
jor nations streaming bade to 
lend support to peace efforts arid 
reconstruction of this crippled na- 
tion. 

Hie Australian soldiers will be 
joined by about 120 more troops 
from 22 other countries to 
observe the truce between the 
Cambodian government and 
three guerrilla groups. 

“I wish you all success,” Ataul 
Karim, head of what will be the 
largest U.N. peacekeeping mis- 
sion ever, told the Aust ralian* at 
a brief welcoming ceremony on 
the tarmac of Phnom Penh’s in- 


ternational airport. 

The Australians will be re- 
sponsible for setting up a com- 
munications network linking the 
four factions, and between each 
faction and the United Nations. 

‘Tm very enthusiastic,” said 
signalman Barclay Sedge. “It’s an 
opportunity to do something 
worthwhile and put our training 
into practice.” 


Other U.N. troops will be de- 
ployed in small groups to monitor 
the ceasefire signed in Paris last 
month by the four warring fac- 
tions. New Zealand troops, in- 
cluding two on Sunday’s trans- 
port from Darwin, Australia, will 
teach Cambodians how to avoid 
the tens of thousands of land 
mines buried throughout the 
country. 

The diplomatic invasion will 
continue Monday, when Charles 
Twining is to arrive as the charge 
d’affaires to a new U,S. embassy. 

The United States dosed its 
embassy in 1975 as the ultraradic- 
al Communist Khmer Ronge 
dosed in on Phnom Penh and 
toppled the pro-American Lon 
Nol government. 


European scientists claim 
first controlled fusion 


CULHAM, England (AP)— Sd- 
entists have d armed to have pro- 
duced for the first time a signifi- 
cant amount of electrical power 
from controlled nuclear fusion — 
potentially a major step toward 
producing safe and dean energy 
in virtually unlimited quantities. 

More than a megawatt of pow- 
er was produced in a doughnut- 
shaped reactor at temperature 20 
times hotter than the core of the 
son by scientists from 14 Euro- 
pean countries. 

The accomplishment put the 
Joint European Torus (JET) ex- 
perimental fusion reactin’ in Ox- 
fordshire well ahead of American 
and Japanese rivals, said JET 
Director Paul Henri Rebut. 

' “This is the first time that a 
significant amount of power has 
been obtained from controlled 
nuclear fusion reactions,’ Mr. Re- 
but said. 

Although a commerical fusion 
reactor remains at least 50 yen 
away, Mr. Rebut said, “these 
experiments are a significant 
milestone and clearly confirm 
Europe’s leading position in fu- 
sion research.” 

Champagne corks popped as 
scientists inside JET’s two 
horseshoe-shaped control rooms 
in Culharn, 80 kilometres north erf 
London, celebrated the success. 

For years scientists have tried 
to develop a device that imitate 
what happens in the sun in a 
controlled way. 

They passed a landmark step 
Saturday when their reactor pro- 
duced "something of the order of 
1.7 megawatts of power, for a 
period of time which is 
ajJproaching a second," safe JET 
scientist Alan Gibson. 

Instead of splitting heavy 
atoms of uranium as in ordinary 
nuclear power stations, fusion 
works by fusing light atoms erf 
hydrogen, a reaction that releases 
energy. 


Two forms of hydrogen, tri- 
tium and deuterium, are fed into 
the the Torus. Electrical c u r ren t s 
are passed around the reactor to 
create powerful magnetic fields 
that keep the plasma away from 
its steel walls. 

Fusion occurs when those con- 
ditions are held long enough. 

If fusion can be sustained for 
sufficiently long periods, 
humankind can anticipate the 
possibility of virtually limitless, 
and relatively dean and safe sup- 
plies of energy, said JET spokes- 
man John Maple. 

The fuels needed for fusion are 
plentiful. Deuterium is extracted 
from water while tritium can be 
mad e inside the reactor. 

Just 10 grammes of deute rium 
and 15 grammes of tritium would 
be enough to provide the lifetime 
electricity needs of an average 
person in an industrialised coun- 
try, according to JET figures. 

Nuclear fusion is the energy- 
producing process that takes 
place continuously in the sun and 
stars. 

Mr. Maple heralded it as “ex- 
tremely safe” since any malfunc- 
tion results in rapid shutdown. 

“Anything you do stops the 
reaction. It is very easy to stop, 
extremely hard to keep going. 
Even if something did go wrong 
there is so little fuel it would not 
create an emergency situation 
that would require evacuation of 
the population around the 
reactor.” 

Meanwhile, the U.S. labora- 
tory where scientists have worked 
for years to develop nuclear fu- 
sion in a reactor c ongratulated 
the European physicists Saturday 
for being the first to mat* the 
landmark achievement. 

But a spokesman for the 
laboratory said years of federal 
budget cuts bad slowed down the 
U.S. programme and allowed the 
Europeans to be first. 


Haughey 
routs 
rebels but 


is severely 


weakened 


DUBLIN (R) — Prime Minister 
Charles Haughey routed party 
rebels Sunday in a confidence 
motion, but the braising fight 
cost Ireland’s great survivor a 
third of his deputies and his days 
in power could be numbered. 

After a bitter 15-hour debate, 
the master escapologist lived up 
to his nickname Houdini by out- 
manoeuvring dissidents who 
wanted a secret ballot. He won 
the open roll-call vote of die 
ruling Fianna Fail (Soldiers of 
Destiny) party 55-22. 

Haughey, one of Europe’s 
longest-serving leaders, has now 
survived four leadership chal- 
lenges in a decade. He called the 
marathon battle "probably the 
longest and most intense meeting 
of all time.” 

After fighting off the mutineers 
headed by sacked Finance Minis- 
ter Albert Reynolds, Mr. 
Haughey said: "I feel very happy, 
with die outcome. Fust of all I am 
going to have a good night’s sleep 
and then I am going to do all sorts 
of things.” 

Mr. ‘Haughey, 66, fought a 
storming campaign to ensure he 
did not suffer the same fate as 
British leader Margaret Thatch- 
er, toppled by party insiders in a 
"palace coup” last November. 


U.S. may try to enlist Asian 


powers in talks with 2 Koreas 


TOKYO (R) — The United 
States, building on positive trends 
in Aria, may try to bring the 
region’s four major powers into 
reconciliation talks with North 
and South Korea, a senior U.S. 
official said Sunday. 

He said no concrete or detailed 
agreement had been reached but 
the proposal had gained new cur- 
rency because of increased fear of 
nuclear proliferation and shared 
concerns about tensions on the 
Korean peninsula. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, was travelling with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, who arrived in Tokyo 
Sunday for talks with the new 
Japanese government. 

During his two-day visit,” Mr. 
Baker wUl find Japan still miffed 
by President George Bush's sud- 
den postponement of a planned 


visit and bracing for further press- 
ures to open up its markets. 

Baker's visit, his first since 
1989, took on heightened signifi- 
cance after Bush last week post- 
poned an Asian tour set for late 
November to focus on domestic 
affairs. 

Baker outlined U.S. thinking 
mi North Korea in the new issue 
of the influential magazine Fore- 
ign Affairs. 

He called the armed standoff 
on the Korean peninsula “one of 
the world’s most dangerous flash- 
points... the very real danger of 
midear proliferation (there)... is 
now the number one threat to 
stability in the Asia- Pacific com- 
munity.” 

Other officials said North 
Korea would figure prominently 
in Baker's talks during a nine-day 
tour that will also take him to 


China and South Korea. 

Communist North Korea, 
backed by China, and South 
Korea, a U.S. ally, have faced 
each other across a heavily milita- 
rised line since their war ended in 
1953. 


In recent years, however, the 
two Koreas have made tentative 
moves toward establishing new 
ties. 

“As the North-South dialogue 
progresses, we will explore the 
possibilities for a forum for the 
two Koreas and the four major 
powers in North East Asia,” Mr. 
Baker wrote. 


A forum would support dia- 
logue, help ease tensions, facili- 
tate discussion of common secur- 
ity concerns and possibly guaran- 
tee accords negotiated between 
the two Koreas. he added. 


More bodies found as Aquino 
hands cheques to flood survivors 


ORMOC, Philippines (R) — 
Rescuers Sunday pulled out six- 
day-old corpses from houses 
swamped by floods as President 
Corazou Aquino distributed che- 
ques and food supplies to survi- 
vors of one of the Philippines’ 
worst disasters. 


In a two-hour visit to the devas- 
tated coastal dfy of Ormoc, 
where relief officials said up to 
7,000 people may have died, Mrs. 
Aquino tried to confront be- 
reaved families and handed over 
food parcels to mothers with 
small babies wk » had lost their 
husbands. 

“I came here to see what your 
needs are and to condole with 
you," said Mrs. Aquino, speak- 
ing to around 300 survivors from 
the second floor balcony of the 
relief coordination centre in 
Ormoc. 


Throughout the shattered city 
of 120,000 people, residents were 
frying to put their lives back 
together after tropical storm 
Thelma Tuesday unleashed 12- 
foot (three-metre) high floods 
that hurled people, homes and 
cars into the sea. 


Military rescue teams were still 
digging out decomposing bodies 
from beneath mud and the debris 
of collapsed homes along two 
rivers in the ravaged port 560 
kilometres south east of Manila. 

“Welcome to what is left of our 
dty,” Ormoc Mayor Victoria 
Locrin told Mrs. Aquino before 
she visited a father who had lost 
his wife and two children in the 
floods which made 120,000 peo- 
ple homeless across the central 
island of Leyte. 

Standing in the porch of his 
house in front of three coffins, 
31-year-old Comelio Beraales 
spoke of the huge floods which 
engulfed homes in a deadly tor- 
rent of mud, logs and cascading 
water within minutes. 

To clapping from the crowd, 
Mrs. Aouino announced dona- 
tions of 10,000 persons (S370) for 
each family which had lost a 
member. But most people intent 
on rebuilding their homes hardly 
noticed her presence. 

Mrs. Aquino also distributed 
money to the provincial and local 
governments to rebuild bridges, 
restore electricity and water sup- 
plies. 


She was accompanied by five 
members of her cabinet and by 
the Japanese and United States 
ambassadors who have sent in 
supplies of blankets, food, medi- 
cines, sleeping mats and clo- 
things. 

"It’s the intensity of the 
tragedy that really strikes you," 
said U.S. Ambassador Frank 
Wisner. 

Japanese Ambassador Tosbio 
Goto, offering SI million in help, 
said Japan was also hit by several 
typhoons a year. 

"Let us both stand against this 
horror of nature,” he said in a 
brief speech. 

Brigadier-General Romeo 
Zululeta, who is spearheading 
relief operations, sfed that the 
dead on the streets of Ormoc and 
the shorelines had now all been 
collected but more bodies were 
still being found at sea on islands 
as far as 40 kilometres away. 

After initial complaints from 
survivors that relief supplies were 
not getting through, the dty now 
appeared to be full of food, with 
stocks of rice and fruit on sale, 
and snack bars and roadside res- 
taurants reopened for business. 


Sandinistas sack city hall after blast at hero’s tomb 


MANAGUA (AP) — A bomb- 
ing at the tomb of a revered 
Sandmsta hero set off a rampage 
by his followers in which the 
leftist militants shot it out with 
former contra rebels in Managua 
and sacked dty hall. 

Former President Daniel Orte- 
ga, leader of the Sandinista party, 
told a frenzied crowd that govern- 
ment rightists were “sowing dis- 
cord, violence and instability" 
and warned that the violence 
could escalate. 

“They are provoking a coup 
d’etat, introducing laws where 
they try to interpret the constitu- 
tion of the republic,” Mr. Ortega 
declared. “In the case of a coup 
d'etat, the people of Nicaragua 
would immediately rise up.” 
Mrs. Chamorro took office in 
April 1990, after a resounding 
victory over Ortega in a Demo- 
cratic election. But her govern- 
ment has come under fire from' 
the left for austerity measures 
aimed at reviving Nicaragua's 
moribund economy. 

Saturday’s was the biggest out- 
break of violence in the week-old 
confrontation, which has arisen 
over such government campaigns 
as an effort to privatise state 
fanning cooper a tives «»F*«Mished 
under Sandnnsta rule. 

Mr. Ortega told the crowd “we 
have to organise ourselves more 
and better ... ami be ready” in 
the event the National assembly 
passes laws that run contrary to 
Sandinista interests. 

The violence began about 2 
a.tn. (0800 GMT) Saturday when 
an explosion ripped away a cor- 
ner of the mausoleum of Sandi- 
nista Front founder Carlos Fonse- 


•ca, who died while fighting dicta- 
tor Anastaao Somoza forces in 
1976. 

It came just hours after the 
Sandinista Front had finished 
commemorating the 15th 
anniversary of Fonseca’s death 
with a gathering of thousands of 
sympathisers at the tomb. 

Sandinistas blamed right-wing 
Managua Mayor Arnoido Ale- 
man, partly because of recent 
Utter feuding between him and 
Mr. Ortega. But Vice President 
VirgiHo Godoy blamed Mr. Orte- 
ga, implying it was an excuse to 
engage in violence. 

“The Sandinistas have the 
money and the bombs to do it,” 
he told a pro-government radio 
station. 


the Sandinistas. whose 10-year 
rale was characterised by class 
conflict, economic decline and 
war with the U.S.-backed Contra 
rebels. 

In Matagalpa, 130 kilometres 
northeast of Managua, two gov- 
ernment supporters were dragged 
out of their cars and beaten by 
Sandinista crowds who erected 
barricades and set tires afire. 

The United Nations said men 
in military uniforms fired AK-47s 
and threw a grenade at a U.N. 
vehicle in Esteh, 160 kilometres 
north of Managua, early 
Saturday. 


ters on the main avenue in one of 
Managua's better neighbour- 
hoods. 

An AP photographer at the 
scene said the Sandinistas were 
using rocket-launched grenades 
and AX-47 rifles, and that AK-47 
fire was returned from the build- 
ing’s second -story windows. 

A vehicle belonging to the 
Organisation of American States 
mission in Nicaragua, parked in 
front, was destroyed by a gre- 
nade. 


The brief statement, faxed to 
the AP office in Managua, did 
not mention injuries. 


Speaking to a crowd of several 
thousands at the Plaza of the 
Revolution, Mr. Ortega accused 
Mr. Godoy, Mr. Aleman and 
National Assembly President 
-Alfredo Cesar of creating insta- 
bility by bringing back Mr. Somo- 
za’s right-wing, anti-Sandinista 
attitudes. Mr. Somoza was ousted 
in 1979. 

Interior Minister Carlos Hurta- 
do said in a brief broadcast rtyu 
security for government officials 
and legislators was increased. He 
asked the Sandinista People’s 
Army to help patrol the streets of 
■Managua. 


Mr. Hurtado also said police 
were setting up roadblocks 
throughout the city to search cars 
for weapons. 

More than 18 months after 
Mrs. Chamorro became president 
of Nicaragua, her government 
remains locked in conflict with 


A group of about 20 armed 
men destroyed Radio La Corpor- 
ation which is owned by Sandi- 
nista opponents and is known for 
its right-wing views. 

Manager Justo Rufino 
Meneses said in a telephone in- 
terview the attackers ordered the 
seven staffers present to leave. 
“Then they gunned the equip- 
ment and destroyed it,” he said. 

It was the second time in a year 
that Sandinistas destroyed Radio 
La Corpora don. 

Masked Sandinistas also broke 
into Radio Dario, a station in 
Leon 80 kilometres northwest of 
Managua, and sprayed the equip- 
ment with gunfire, station owner 
Juan Jose Teruno told the gov- 
ernment station Radio Nicar- 
agua. Nobody was injured.' 

Earlier in the day, a 10-minute 
shootout broke out when two 
Urge truckloads of Sandinistas 
arrived at the contra beadquar- 


‘Ttaey are our enemies and 
they will continue. We expect 
them back,” said Pedro Lopez, 
who said he worked in the contra 
office’s Planning Department. 

About 3 kilometres from the 
contra building, some 25 Sancfi- 
mstas kicked and shot their way 
into dty hall. They torched and 
looted offices. Dozens of resi- 
dents of poor neighbourhoods 
joined in the looting. 

‘Tm going to use this as a 
division in my house,” said a 
70-year-old woman who identi- 
fied herself as Rina. She carried a 
plastic and metal partition. 


Looters smashed computers 
and typewriters on the pavement 
outside, while others walked 
away carrying desks, chairs and 
file cabinets on their heads. 

Firefighters were chased away 
at gunpoint, and the Sandbusta- 
controUed police were nowhere 
to be seen at the city haU balding 
or the contra offices. 


In a parking lot behind dty 
hall, looters smashed car win- 
dows and set two afire. They 
stood around the engine of a red 
Toyota mid picked out parts. 


Canine convention 
called off because 
'John Major* sick 


LONDON (R) — It’s a dog’s life 
for John Major; named after Bri- 
tain’s prime minister by pranks- 
ters who have set up the country’s 
first political party for dogs. 
Organisers of the Raving Loony 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier Party 
said they bad to postpone the 
inaugural gathering because 
canine leader John Major had fox 
mange. 

Tax office says 
brothel must 
-train employees 


CANBERRA (R) — Australian 
tax authorities have told a south 
Australian brothel it must pro- 
vide training for employees or 
face taxation penalties. The re- 
quirement, revealed by the feder- 
al opposition, relates to a scheme 
which provides that employers 
with an annual payroll of more 
than 2X4,000 dollars (5167,000) 
must spend a minimum of one per 
cent of that on framing. “Natural- 
ly, all of us are wondering what 
sort of training programmes the 
Australian Taxation Office has in 
mind," opposition trade spokes- 
man Alexander Downer said in a 
statement. Mr. Downer released 
correspondence between the tax 
office and an Adelaide accoun- 
tant acting for the brothel con- 
firming its legal requirement to 
train its workers. “I do not doubt 
that there are some people work- 
ing in this industry who are born 
with natural skills for the job,” 
Mr. Downer said. “Some forms 
of employment require extensive 
training and others do not.” Pros- 
titution is illegal in mostr states in 
Australia, including South Au- 
stralia. 

S. Korean police 
have new weapon 
— stethoscopes 


SEOUL (R) — Souths Korean 
police have a new weapon — 
stethoscopes. A police spokes- 
man said that the instruments 
were being used to check the 
boots of cars at shopping centres 
after a kidnapped woman was 
kept tied up in one last week. The 
Seoul housewife was abducted at 
knifepoint last Thursday and held 
for 21 hours while the kidnapper 
tried to get a ransom of 150 
million won ($200,000). He was 
captured by police as he forced 
the woman to relay his demands 
from a public telephone booth in 
a Seoul suburb. 

More people killed 
by guns than 
cars in Texas 


DALLAS (R) — Texas is the 
only U.S. state where more peo- 
ple are shot to death than die in 
car crashes, a medical research 
team has said. The team said a 
study showed guns killed 3,443 
people hi Texas in 1990 compared 
with 3,309 who died as a result of 
auto accidents. The researchers 
said that while their study of 1991 
is incomplete, the trend has 
accelerated this year. They 
pointed to record high murder 
rates set in each of die last two 
years in Houston and Dallas and 
to last month's central Texas 
shooting rampage in which 23 
people died as a lone gunman 
opened fire on a lunchtime 
cafeteria crowd in Killeen. It was 
America’s worst one-man spree 
with a gun. No other state has 
seen gun deaths outpace auto- 
mobile deaths, according to data 
supplied to the federal centres for 
disease control, the researchers 
said. 


Judge grants 
Holloway new trial 
In hitman case 

HOUSTON (AP) — A state dis- 
trict judge Friday granted a new 
trial for the woman convicted of 
trying to hire a hi tman to e n s u re 
her daughter a place on a high 
school cheerleading squad. State' 
District Judge George Godwin 
ordered the new trial without a 
heating and based his decision on 
evidence submitted in affidavits 
and brief arguments from pro- 
secutors and defence attorneys. 
No date has been set for die 
trial, said _ Sandra Jefferson,. 
Judge Godwin’s court o oon fin a-' 
tor. Wanda Webb Hofloway, 37, 
was convicted Sept. 3 of trying to 
hire a hitman to kill' Verna . 
Heath, . whose daughter was 
competing with Mrs. Hofloway’s ' 
daughter for a spot in the high 
school cheerleading sqnarf- Mile 

Anderson, assistant district attor- 
ney, said a new trial date would 
be set within 90 days, and he 
predicted another conviction. 
“We go back to square one,” die 
prosecutor said. “Some oth er w it- . 
nesses have come for wa r d to us, 
and we have their testmKmyifwe- 
ewneed ft. We expect it to go 
proty modi the way it was too 
first time.” 
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